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PEE FACE. 

U #. H 

Invocation and Obeisance to 

Shri Gajanana. 
God of Wisdom and Learning 

(Sloka.) 

1 have been trying to get as many proofs of 
the Kshatriya origin of the Pattana Prabhus 
as I could for the last fortyfive years. During 
my researches I came across several reliable 
authorities about the genuineness of the Ksha* 
triya origin of the Pattana Prabhus in works 
written in various languages such as Sanskrit, 
Hindustani, Gujarati,, Marathi, Persian, Por- 
tuguse and English. Upon these books thii? 
work is chiefly founded. I was obliged to 
take the assistance of some of my well educat- 
ed and learned friends, Vidikas Shastri«y 
Pandits, and Munshies, for this subject. 

The following is a Hst of several works writ 
ten by me in Marathi language, and distribu* 



[■ 2 J 

ted amongst the members of the Parbhu caste. 

1st. Kshatriya Vanshodgamamala, or a 
history of the origin of the Kshatriya caste. 

2nd. Pattana Prabhu Lekhamani, or a 
short account of the Prabhu community. 

3rd. Shrimat Sabha Vijaya, or a repitation 
of the various groundless assertions regarding 
the origin of the Prabhu commuuity. 

4 th. Patra Sangraha, or a collection of let- 
ters &c. relating to the Prabhu caste. 

5 th. Anubhavadipa, or a description of the 
religious rules and practices of the Pattana 
Prabhu caste. 

In addition to these I have also compiled 
the following works viz : — 

1st. Rajavali, or a list of the sovereign of 
India from the time of Dharma Raja up to the 
present time. 

2nd. Kashiprakasha, or a short account of 
the holy places of pilgrimage of the Hindus. 

3rd. Granthalaya^ or a catalogue of the 
VedaSi Shastras, Purans ond other Hindu books 
nttmbering in all more than five thousand. 

4th. Shri Hari Charitra Manjari or Bha- 
rata Khand Bhupati Kathatatva. A short 
description of the kings of the Bharat Khand* 
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I bad read the following books in Colonel 
Vans- Kennedy's library, and taken extracts 
from them. 

1. Colonel Dow's History of Hindustan.' 

2. A Regulation of Salsette for the year of 
1808. 

3. Captain Grant Duffs History of the 
Marathas. 

4. Two Journals of the Royal Asiatic 
Society. Nos. IV and VII. 

5. Mr. Murphy's Remark. 

6. The useful Table of M. J. Prinaep. 

I iiave shown this work to about ten or 
fifteen educated members of the Prahhu caste 
attd they seem to a;pprove of it. I now lay it 
before the whole Prabhu community, and beg 
to be excused for any error, mistako, onatiB^ 
sion that may have crept into this work un^l 
consciously. 

II 5n^^^^r?r^?r?T ii 'sfrcft^^srr^rqw^r ii 

SHAMRAO MOROJI. 

Manga Panchami, Shake 1798. 
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Page. Line. 

26. 11. "Kshatriyo who Vile" read ''Vile 

Kshatriya who.** 

28. 24. "Clarm^read *' Claim." 

29. 6. "5ft^Wr'' read ^'^Tf^ctsf^,'' 

30. 17. "Purushaya"read "PowruBhaya,'' 

31. &. **^WU!C' read *'^*Wfr^r^." 

• 56. 10. " Mandavy a " read * ' Mar fcunda. " 
87. 22. **TlirimatShawkaffaCharyaSyami'' 
read ^^Shrimat Shankara chary a 
Sirami." 
92. 15. **SimaiBi'' read *'Swami." 
103. 19. ''Inturnai;' read "Internal.*' 
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HISTORY OF THE PATTANA PRABHttS. 

PART L 

The Origin of the Prahhns. 

^There are eight adliyayas, or chapterB, 
in the Sahyadri Kband, a portion of the 
Skanda Parana, one of the eighteen principal 
Puranas, esteemed as authorities in religious 
matters by the Hindus, in the form of a dia- 
logue between Mahadeva and Ganapati, which 
treat of this subject. 

The present Prabhu Caste consists of the 
descendants of the ancient Kshatriyas of the 
Solar and Lunar Kaces. 

The Sciar Dynasty. 
I here quote the first sloka of the tweiUty. 
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sixth chapter* of the Sahyadri Khand. 

II «Rr:q<q5n=zTrft*ii«iw^fcr^cf ii 

Translation : — 

I will now relate to you, on the authorities 
of the Shruti, the Origin of the Pathariya 
Prabhus 

ffirsrt of all, the God Brahmadeva, created 
the sages Kashyapa, and others. The God 
Surya or Sun, is son of this Kashyapa. Vai- 
vasvatmanu was the seventh of the fourteen 
sons of Surya, in whose family Dilipa, Raghu, 
Aja, and Dasharatha, were born one after an- 
nother. King Ramchandra, the seventh in- 
carnation of the God Vishnu, and the eldest son 
of Dasharatha, Avas born in Tretayuga, and in 
his family, Kusha, Atithi, Nishadha, Nala, Na- 
bha, Pundarika, Kshemadhanva, Devanika, 
Viasi, Dala, Shila, Yi, Uyama, Vajranabha, 
Khandana, Yushita, Yishwasama, Hiranyana- 
bliij Kaoshalya, Soma, Brahmisht, Pushpa, 
Sudarshana, Anivama, and Vaksha, were born, 

* I have herein only given the first sloka of the 
26th Adhyaya, with tbp Tiew of showing that an account of 
this caste is given !n that work l^m vke heginningof that 
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In tiie Dwaparayuga, ABhwapati, . son of 
King Vakaha was born. On Ashwapati (^cend* 
ing his father's throne, and having no mal^ wue 
for a long time, he with the assistance . i^nd 
advice of all the sages of that time, performed 
the sacrifice, named, Putrakameshti, with the 
view of obtaining his desired object, which 
was to have a son born to him. 

The God Shri Narayaoa being thus propiti- 
ated by means of the sacrifices and oblationSf 
told the King that his desire would be fulfilled, 
if he followed the religious precepts'of the sage 
Bhrigu, and acted up to his advice. The King 
accordingly entreated Bhrigu to point out to him 
the means of obtaining the object of his desire. 

The sage there-upqn, fearing that the other 
sages present, as brilliant as the orb of day in 
knowledge and learning, Would feel insulted, 
and curse him, if he did not ask them to join 
in blessing the King, communicated to thtoi 
twelve mantras, wherewith to bless the King-* 

The names of these twelve sages appear in 
the following two slokas : — 

II ^minT:^cnTrat^i%s:«5^rqfc^ II 

II CfW!TO^^ ^it<tH4<H i ^4 : II t II ^ 
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II #jw:^i^V^»?tes«T:^r^^«F5«ir ii 
n f^^^rf^^%^8liw§liBJTi>fi^?rT: ii ^ ii 

fhd names of the deities worshipped by 
tbdke sages are mentioned in the following 
slok'a: — 

II ipn^^r^sjRT^rlr^iRg^r:^! n 
II 'Tfi^'ffRi^^TffRr^^Riit^^Rr^ II \ 11 
II ^f^%*<«f> Ti i f t rff H'^ ^M ^Tcryr ii 
II ^rl^^ifcr^Trjnlc^F^^rreiRqf^r: li ^ il 

By. blessings of these twalve sages, Ashwa* 
pati had twelve sonsi whose names are 9& 
follows ; — 

II ^:f%'^:^qm:^<r:^.fe5r?cmr 11 \ II 
II ^:^rl[Rr42rJTr^?^ff?r:^: ii 

TbeA# twelve princ^^s gave the names of 
the sagfss^ Ipbj whose blessings they were bom 
to^ their respect! ve. ffvmilies, or gotras^ and ti:ie 
deities worshippe4 by these sages become tilieir 
family Goddesses, Kuldevi/ (yide TaWe 1)^. 

The following is the last of the sloka in 
which the nam^s of the descendants bf the 
twelve piJiDicw ifho r»ig«ieid:fA lodifetire ^ven. 
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Translation : — 

O my son ( Mahadeva says to Ganapati ) 
I have in this nianner related to vou the 
history of the origin of this race and of 
its descendants. 

r 

The Lunar Dynasty. 

An account of the origin of the Lunar 
Dynasty is given in five chapters from the 29th 
io the 33rd of the Sahyadri Khand. I here 
quote the first sloka of the 29th chapter. 
Mahadeva says to Ganapati : — '- 

II 5jorqcinrsRpTrr%%?^w%tcrt li 
II *^c?RW?^r2iH^1r3rRt5Frt n ^ ii 

Translation : — 

'*0 son listen to the account of the descen- 
dants of the lunar race: on hearing which, 
man though nobly born admires it greatly." 

The sage Eashyapa, had another son named 
Att^ri, to whom Chandra ( Moon ) was born. 
Chaadrft again had a son named Budh^^ in 
whose family Pururava, Napu, Anuja, Ayuri, 
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Trapurvarma, Kuaha, Bhanu^ Soma^ S^hirasa, 
Dhananjaya, Mangalya, Kama, and Pangu, 
were born. This Pangu had a hundred sons, 
among whom Ravimandala was the eldest ; in 
his family Nrupajita, Sarvajita, Rahgu, Magha 
todu, Drusbtadyumna, Dharma, Kama, Kao- 
sbika, Kanamandana, Shibhri, Bagalalana, 
Vajra, Indumandana, Kamapala, Salila, Dhar- 
madhwaja, Kashishwara^ Bhushana, Konti^ 
and Prithu, were born. 

Prithu had a son named Kamapati. He 
lived in Krita-Yuga. Kamapati with the ad- 
vice of all the sages made a horse-sacrifice, and 
a Putrakameshti-Yaga, with a view to please 
the God. Shri Narayan, who being propitiated 
with this devotion uttered seventy eight man- 
tras. The sages who had assembled there 
repeated the same mantras and gave a blessing 
to the King, by means of which, the King got 
seventy eight sons, and each of these seventy 
eight sons gave the name of the sage, by whose 
blessing he was born to his family or gotra 
and made the deities worshipped by them his 
family Goddess, Kuldevi. ( Vid«e Table IL ) 

The following is the laM sloka of thode in 
which the names of the descendants of the 
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iserenty eight princes, wJbore^i|f^)».{a^ia are 
^iven as in the case of the Kings afid l^rinces 
of the Solar Dynasty : — 
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In this manner the history of the Solar and 
Lunar families will be daily sung by miitt arid 
will be attentively listened to by the ptfueott 
and good people. 

An acGOtrnt of the name Pattana PrcSbhu. 

In the twenty seventh chapter of Sahyadri 
khand it is thus stated : — 

Mahadeva says to Ganapati: — 

I will now narrate to you the reason why 
the sage Bhrigu cursed King Ashwapati. 

Once upon a time the King had been on a 
pilgrimage t<> Paitan, whwe it s^ happened 
that the King being deepjy engaged in giving 
presents to the, ascetics and Brahmins, for- 
got to receive ( with the respect due to him ) 
the sage Bhrigu T^rho had gone HiAta. The 
ssgi^ feeling iistolted angrily curaed :&e King 
asfoliowa^: — 
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II ^^'l^^c^KW^l^'iq^: 11 \ II 

Translation: — 
O Slingy you have become intoxicated with 
tbiQ pride of your wealth and rby al power ; and 
consequently you have forgotten my late obli- 
gation. For this faulty I curse you that you 
shall be deprived of your royalty, and that your 
race shall become extinct. 

On hearing this the King fell on his knees 
before the sage, as his suppliant and entreated 
him to reverse his curse. The good sage being 
moved with his entreaty said unto the King : — 

II c^^^^TTT^R^rif^^f^^^lr II 

II ^"^t5r^^3Tr^rr>:^^f^5lFi5FTr: n \ i\ 
II «iRPPjftr^^^ft*i4t^[^t5^ii 
II ^sttj^T^c^nmiR^R^in^f^ B ^ ii 
II qra7^ymRi4;iwMTHi<^iH4d^ ii 
II 5rH^<^5"c! ^ htiriiiw^^ II ^ II 

Translation: — 

''HearO King, I cannot altogether cancel 
my curse, but let this only be known to yoa, 
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that, your race will not be extinct, but none of 
your descendants shall ever grasp the sceptre of 
royalty, and that they being thus excluded 
from royalty shall support themselves only by 
the art of writing, ( Penmanship ) ; and that 
their family name Pathariya Prabhu, shall 
be chanofed into **Pattana Prabhu." This is the 
account given in the twenty seventh chapter. 

In short, the Pathariya Prabhus got the 
name Pattana* Prabhu, on account of their 
being deprived of royalty. 

Advice given by Shri Vasishtha to the 

Kshatriyas. 

The following is the account given in the 
thirty fifth chapter of Sahyadri Khand : — 

Mahadeva says to Ganapati : — 

At the beginning of Kali-Yuga all the sages 
will set out to go to Badrikashrama^ when the 
sage Shri- Vasishtha will give the following 
advice to all the Kshatriyas. He will say : — 
O Kshatriyas you are at present living in Ayo- 
dhya, and the district pertaining thereto, but 
on account of the curse of Bhrigu, you will be 



* Pattana — Fallen. 
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obliged to go first to Paitan, and then to a 
province called Konkan. Do you therefore 
pay attention to what I say unto you. 

II 'T^^5i^^rcrr^'T^7^^5^r: ii 
II c^tg^'rr^^c^W^^'^rsf^^t^'j^ II \ II 
II 'Tf :5i[^re^^w%f^q;rc^R^(^ct ii 
II ^^^4^f r^^TF^qf^r^^rarrf^i^ ll \ \\ 

Translation : — 

You should hereafter pay my respect to my 
descendant Brahmins; you should always bear 
this in mind that your chief duty is to worship 
them, because they are superior to you ; and last- 
ly you should do your daily prayer ( Sandhya 
Vandan ) and other ceremonies according to the 
Katyayana Sutra of the Yaju Shakha, or branch 
of the Vedas. Saying this, the sage went away* 

There are about five hundred and fifteen slo- 
kas in the eight chapters of Sahyadri Khanjda 
which contain the account of the Pattana Pra- 
bhus. 

The Origin of tlie Sammati Patras of ^/tW 
Shankaracharya Swanii aiid otliei's. 

The eight chapters of the Sahyadri Khanda 
treating of the origin of the Prabhus first came 
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into their possession in the following manner : — 

1st. In the year 1648 of the Shalivahan 
Em ( A. D. 1726. ) His Holiness The Shanka- 
racharya Swamicame to Bombay. During his 
sojourn here, he was invited by the Prabhu com- 
munity, to a meeting convened by them for the 
purpose of presenting him with an address. Af- 
ter his arrival the Prabhus requested His Holi- 
ness to acquaint them with the books, (Granths) 
in which they could find an account proving 
their real descent from the ancient Kshatriya 
Solar and Lunar Dynasties. Upon this, His 
Holiness told them, that, they would find a full 
account of their origin &c. in the Sahyadri 
Khand, and then gave to the Pattana Prabhus 
the following Sammati Patra containing six 
slokas in Sanskrit as authority in that work : — 
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r?s*T?:qmf^R»T^<i?y»TTwr^'^Frsqij'»r^t?cr 

«N:. II 5TR^sf^^r?p^<r«mH»^d i^i^nr^tift II 
3^if«iM<i'}'*M<i«i<«i;i: ^[^wrtt: ii f^r 

JT^smtsprtsTRf^^tr: TW II \ II 
II #|irwy' ?m<ij^< I w tfi^nrrgfinf ii fit#^i%#g 
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I'^^frT ti 5^ II wq?:^^< i" J i» ^ ^ ?r?^i%f%rt^ h • 

«t|5if%^sr[r1:^5'^ li ?r5ripj^trHi^Tr3T^'i«nit?T 
\^K\^ II 8 II ^^^rnr^^^rr^msrOTr^^rfsit ii 

^K<ff II C II 



The original of this Sammati Patra, which 
was in the house of the late Bajeshri Sundar 
Bawaji Navalkar, was given to the Prabhus on 
Thursday, th^ 2nd of Chaitra Shudha ( Marcji 
April ), Prabhavanam Sawantsar 1648, (a. D. 

1726).. 

The .su;bst£|.ncQ of this Sammati Patra is, that 
in a question fpr representation being submit- 
ted to Jfxe by the Prabhu commfinity, I Vidya-. 
shankar Bharti, the chief of the Saintp, 'Vjrhona. 
the world regard as their highest and na^st 
exalted spiritual preceptor, after bpwing^.to 

■I ' ■ ■ ' ' ' ■ • 

vu * fhimsmi V9UI vi thuCiaacaKi0ti]».vhm|b9ter>..!i . « 
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Shankar and Ambika, (the God and Goddess) 
speak while sitting in an Assembly as 
follows : — 

When I visited the houses of several Pra- 
bhus at Bombay, for the purpose of receiving 
Bhikshya^ ( alms ), I gave my indisputable 
opinipn as follows. In the Sbrungeri Math 
there is a work called Sahyadri Khand in which 
the origin of the Prabhu Caste is given in 
detail, under the denomination of Pathariya. 
Born of the Solar Race, they are called Patha- 
riya, or Bahujam, and while the Vipra 
( Brahmins ) are entitled to perform Shat- 
karm, these Kshatriyas are entitled to Tri-karm, 
namaly ; Yajanam, Dhyanam, Danam ; all these 
are to be performed according to the Vedic 
Marg. This is the truth, which I Vidyashankar 
Bharati have spoken. 

This Sammati Patra was given to the Pra- 
bhus on the day aforesaid. Afterwards a copy 
of the abovementioned eight chapters of the 
Sahyadri Khand was sent to the Prabhus by 
His Holiness from his monastery of Shrungeri, 
in the Madras Presidency. 

2nd. In Shake 1701, ( a. d. 1779 ), the 
ShaukarKeiiftryas of Shankeswar ( which is near 
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Kolapur ), came to Bombay; when the leaders 
of the Prabhu community showed the aforesaid 
eight chapters of the Sahyadri Khand, and re- 
quested to give opinion about them, and to send 
a complete copy of the Sahyadri Khand from 
their residence. Accordingly the Shankara- 
charya Narsiha Bharati Swami, and his col- 
league Shankar Bharati, consulted together, and 
gave the following Sammati Patra on Wednes- 
day the l2th of the Lunar fortnight of Ashadha 
( June and July ). 



oil ^r II V. 

f^5f«^W^ II 



fcaimieiwHWt^ 
4tt fti<w ^ ^^i< > » wi^ 
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^^i^k^in: II 'iJr^i^f^w^'T ii 

'sfr: II 
«Tr5"rfi%iP3*rrirrf^r^^jnj?T^ II *<=h<v«i<i«l3Tr'fe^5?^ 



>o >^ 



MW'^^dHiHg55-srk^'nm3:r5Trf^1^5n#3rttTtnr5T 

3RpMT:^T^RII^r<4^|4i^l»'ll^M$^'n*r^ II rrcipTRT 
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r, 

r^Kr^tfrfif^lM^fiitift^^nni^Mi^^^^wTiirrr^^j 
^^nPTtTsirr ii '^tx^ ii 




The oiiginttl was in the house of the late 
ri B|ft)laji Mungaji Ajiukya, and a true 
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copy in tte kouse of the late Rajeshri Dadiiji 

The substance of this ^aminati Patra hy t^iat 
it is the shortest possible coinpendium of those 
eight Raptors of Sahyadri Slhand, which con- 
taiQa.«i foil aocomit. of thd Pvato^itf^. -Aift^t- 
war4^^.420implete 00(^3^ ;^^s/a|^. to the Pfrabhus 
by these Sliankaracharya Swamis^ from Shaii- 
keswar. 

3rd;vln Shake 1710 (a.d. I78fr), tihirty- 
niae^'ifi^^iiil^ Bftahmios .of Sur^tv gave the 
follp,wii^.,,§AiBmati Paja;a, to the Pattana 
Prabbus. 

^«^iT ^ Tell sr^jrrcf^^TrdrnTq^n'a'raT'^^'^TrirpT 
fi^TR II ^r^fhasrr^f^^T^i: ^'w g'^H ^srpj^ II 



VJ 



>a 
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, It f^^T . • r* •- 
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f^lj^TO^%?rfW^ 
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_fVfV. 






The original vras in ihe house of tHe I*t«- 
Veda Murfci Nana Baya BJiatta and a tru« 



[ 22 ] 

copy in the house of the late Rajeshri Mallarji 
Sbamji Kothare, 

The substance of this Sammati Patra is, that 
an account of the origin of the Pattana Prabhus 
is given in SahyaJri Kband. 

4 th. Afterwards another Saramati Patra 
similar to the above was given to the Prabhus 
of Surat, by His Holiness Narsiha Bharati 
Swami Shan karachary a of Elaravira during bis 
sojourn at that place. 

The orisrinal was in the house of the late 
Rajesliri Ballaji Mungaji Ajinkya, and a true 
copy, in the house of the late. Rajeshri Mallarji 
Shamji Kothare. 

Tbese four Sammati Patras plainly show that 
the aforesaid eight chapters of Sahyadri Khand 
contain an account of the orifrin of Pattana 
Prabhus. 

The authoiity of the Shajikaracharya Stvami. 

There are five Sliankaracharyas in India, 
enjoying in Sbisbya Param para, the five seats, 
established by the First Sliankaracharya Swa- 
mi. Amongst these, His Holiness the Jagad- 
guru of Yateshwar is' the chief* His edicts 
Aiist be humbly obeyed by all Hiudny from the 



[ 
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highest Brahman to the lowest Sudra, because 
he is the regenerator of our true religion, being 
the representative of the Great Shankaracharya 
Swami who re-established it throughout India^ 
more than Twelve hundred years ago. He 
bears to this day the title of '^Shankaro Shan- 
karah Sakshata," He is Shiva himself. 

II w^rcf^5^TCqf^i^^%"^fMr5srxr^^ ll 



II Hw g-Rrrsr^q'intfJ^'r^^wsrr^nnr^^ II . 
II *^%^RRf<5i^«<ci^t5tsfi?;r^i^^f II 

Translation : — 

I pay my humble respects to the Shankara- 
charya Murti, the dispenser of happiness to 
all his followers, the expounder of the truth 
and knowledge of the revelation of the one 
Brahma, tlie very incarnation of the Kaivalya- 
rupa; the one honored by Brahmadeva, and 
Hari; the giver of enjoyment and salvation; 
the one thoroughly knowing the secrets of 
learning; the opinions of all the munis or rishis; 
and all the Vedas; and the vedant philoso- 
phies <kc. 
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The following numbers show the ninty'six 
Kshatriya Dynasties. 

Sux. Moon. 

Dhruva 1 . Yadu 1 . 

Raghu 1. 

Janaka 1. 

Ash wapati ....12. 

Shivaraj 1. 



Kuru, Paudu 1. 

Kamapati 78. 



The Unbroken Descent of the Kshatriya 

Families. 

The 15th sloka of thfe 12th chapter, of the 
9th part of Shri Mat Bhagwat, contaius the 

words :— '' ?%*^f ^rJT^W^:OT%^cfWR«Tcrr/' 

This prediction that a king named Sumitra 
would be born in the Ikshavaku family, arid 
that he would be the last person of the mighty 
family of Ikshavaku. But it is related in the 
14th -chapter of Shri Mat Harivansha-, that, 
king Sagara of the Ikshavaku family, pleased 
Shri Narayan, by making a sacritie and obtain- 
ed the following boon frbta him :— 

II 6???«T^^r%5^r^r: 5Rt<ff'?i«Ti^jRffeft' ii K- ii 
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which means that the Ikshavaku fainily will 
never become extinct 

The Extirpation of the KshatHya Race by 

Shri Parashurama. 

Formerly, Shri Parashurama, the 6th in- 
carnation/rooted out the family of Kartavirya 
( Sahashra Arjuna ), to a man. The9th part of 
Shri Mat Bhagwat contains this verse. 

Translation : — 

I will destroy all the Kshatriyas who vile 
have been a burden to the world. 

But supposing that the whole Kshatriya race 
was extirpated by Parashurama, then the ques- 
tion arises; how was it that during the life time 
of Parashurama, several Kshatriya kings, auch 
as Dasharatha, and others, wei'e reigning in 
India, and that Hamchandra, Krishna, 
Pandava, and the Kavrava arid other Ksha- 
toiyit kings mentioned in the Shri Man Maha 
Bharata lived and flourished years after the 
end of the Shri Parashurama Avatar. The 
Shri Man Maha Bharata and the Shri Mat 
Bhagavwt teJl ^s that all these abovenamed 
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persons were purp ]|^bfttriya$. It ijfii^f^off 
folio wS| Ibhut, th^ extirpation of the Kslwti^as 
by Parashuraona, means tti^ dwtrvK^ion if jbips^ 
of all the wicked and ,ei«ful Kal^atriyjw* fl-lpflg, 

and not of the whole race. 

The Extinct Kshairiya Families. 

It is stated in the 1st chapter of tiie 12th 
part of the Shri Mat Bhagavat, that aftpr the 
death of Krishna, Ripanjaya would be #te last 
king of the Magadha family. His Biimster 
Sunak, after assassinating hini woi]l14 place 
his own son on the throne. Fifteen kir^gs of 
this family would reign in succession ot» the 
usurped kingdom of Ripunjaya and Sbishu 
Naga would then succeed. The last king would 
be Mahanandi who would die without any 
issue. In thi^ mmfx^x,^ this, ftnd the other 
sixty-tbree faB^ilie^, desp^^J^d frp» JLamapj^t^, 
together witli tiie faffifly of Bipabftdev^ \^o^m^ 
extinct 

The present /(Wji^ilies of the pqttana JPraW^s. 

There we alt preeejit, li^ingiife^ df ik'^m^t' 
seye« gotiw sm>V% tio PfUAww.^ ^i9^m> 
4wejve of thpm Ipelfrngistg to ithe •^ff^SlUflff 
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of Ashwapati and fifteen to that of Kamapati. 
Many other Kshatriya families such as those 

of Bagbu, Kurtt> Dhruva, are found in India, 

, I" 

besides the above-mentioned twenty-seven. 

TaUe of Castes other than the Frahhu Caste who claim 

to he of Kshatriya descerU, 



BrahzQa Kshatri. 

I^hatta. 

Chavana. 

Chaokalsbi. 

Dbura. 

Dhravavansbi. 

JDayani Kahatri. 

Janakavanshi. 

Jaaava. 

Katari. 

Kayata. 

Kavastha. 

Kshatri. 

Khatri. 

Luvana. 

Muhani KshaiirL 



Nepali Kshatri. 

Pachakalshi. 

Raghuvanshi. 

Rana. 

Rathara. 

Raha. 

Rajaput. 

Sagarvanshi. 

Smyavanshi. 

Somavanshi. 

Thakura. 

Thakkara. 

Urasakshatri. 

Ugra.. 

Yaduvaushi. 



In this manner Thirty-one different castes 
of Hindus clarm to be of the Kdhatriya class 
not with standing this the Pattana Prabhus do 
not enter into any family connections with 
them or eat food cooked or touched by them. 

Thus the number of the Kshatriya indiVi- 
duuls in India amounts to some millions. In 
;ai recent ntombfeY of the " Indian Statesman" a 
daily Newspaper, the number of the 
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KshattiyaS converted to Christianity bas been 
put doWn at 3,000 souls. 

Thfe natural dutitJis <^ the Kshatriyas vide 
Shri Mat Bbaga^ffct Gifei, Cha^p. 18, sloka 43, 
are :— 

n llf^ ^tVt ^fl'rf ^^ ^f^c^^M II 

ti t\^ ^R^brr^^ «;Trt*^«^M^, II «^ II 

Traaislatioil :-— ; 

V^ltHir, glen-y^ strength, firmness ability in 
Warfare, and also keeping ouM gt^Mtiidv liberali- 
ty, and A h^ilf cbaraeMir > ftrc^ the diib^d bf a 
Kah^Hya, fiprang from bit^ dispositioiE.^ 

Itt thf# woric it is iftbdWa tbat the Rsliatriya 
fktttili^ #ill n6t be ^'i^titlcit \t% ^d Kaliyoga, but 
on ^e t^it^ff it is fttked tbtft they wiRexist 
tttid ^^S^n^ld iheSr religious duties entirie. Shri 
Krishna moreover says in the same Gita Chap- 
ter 3, sloktt Bb :-— 

I' • 'I V 

II f^frT^«t^: 'n:v?^H^r^ It tJI 

Translation : — 

A man's own religion though it be void of 
special benefit is better and more conducive to 

>il ■■> ■■■—I — . ■■■■■■ ■■ ■■ ■ — ■■■■ ■ ■■ ^^l-^M.^MM—W ■■ — > ■— ■ »^ ■ ■■ ■■ iM ■ ^■■■■^ 

* Note. — Thomson^B Bhagavat Gita. page 118. 
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one's well-fare than the faith of others, however 
properly observed as followed because one'& 
own faith at the moment of death imparts 
peace of mind and happiness, while that of the 
other produces fear. 

From this it appears tha,t the chief duty of 
the Kshatriyas is to serve and protect the holy 
cow and the Brahmins. 

The Pattana Prabhus observe these duties 
as fer as they can coaBistently, with th^ir now 
altered circum8taiicQ8. 

The folloving are some of the books or Gi:antb» 
but no mention is mftde therein regarding Pat- 
tana Prabhus Caste for the reason that they are 
written by the Shastris and not by the suges 
of ancient times. The former are called 
Purushaya and the latter Ar8hya,0T anoient 
Granths. 



Jftti Chintamani. 
Jati Darpan. 
Jati Hemadri. 
Jati Saramanjari. 
Jati Vivek^ 
Brahat Jati Viveka. 



Gaga Bhalii. 
Parashuram Pratapa. 
Madhaya Ki^palatika or 

Shatapraahna Kalpala- 

tika.. 
Smrutyarthasara. 
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PART II. 

The sixteen Sanskars or ceremonies performed 

by the Puttana JPrahhus. 
The Pattana Pntbhas being a Dwija Caste 
'' ^^XJ^ftm"^'' UBd^rgo the aforesaid San- 
«kar8 wiiJbi the assisiance of pure BetlmitiB 
learned in the Shastras and acquainted, witk 
the sljiaatra texts applicable to the Kilhatiiy as. 

■> 
These are. . : . 

I* Garbhadhan, a cefFemomjr perfofiibed 
from the 5& until the li6th days aftw tho fiMt 
appeasance of the menses. 

II. Ptmsa/mna, ceremony or Yitality of 
th^ Fatos It is performed widi the^VBaiv ^of 
obtaimn^ a mide ahild. .\ 

III. Anavahma/n, ceremm j of ^sqneriBing 
a Shrub colled Doorvii. ^ : ' ) 

XV. Vishnu Bali, ceremoney in ni^icbuBBaei- 
ficeE d?ca.> are made. V 

y. SimxmtopandyamL, cerombiiy perfinm- 
ed in the 4th, Gth, or the 8th mox^-xii^iSie 
pregnancy. 'IV 

Thoiii^Dva e6teiml)ifiiMf witii r tItft«ci^^tHmi4>f 
the' lat ar^ Act performed sejMMtily^ t^ause 
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the sixteen ceremonies . remain unperformed 
in case of an abortion or the birth of a girl. 

The ceremonies peii^fbrmed after the BiHh 

f . Jmukc^^mi or Pf^f^ockava ( PtttravfltiiA ). 
(DemiMtty fo»r cdlebrati^g l&e birti^ of 21 d<m 

lii .M^ci^nitlw^cse^^attM Naming tbe child 
on the lOthy llth^ ISth, or the hundred and 
first day, from bir^'. 

jUKr. NiddmmiMma. Carrying a chtld out to 
Me tiifer bkAhi^ OBx the thkift hjliaor iday df third 
light fortnight, or one and: a faalf iBontfa« 

IV4 Surynv^Moium^ Cacryin^ ^ ebild out 
to «n the Soiiji in the third or foilrth. mdhtii. 

v. Annaprctshana. Feedabgatc^d'ia'tbe 
mtABOH e^tfa.Humthy or irfai^i^ xt> euts. teietb. 
(These five are performed in Use Mounji 

OtVRDOlOlijr^- ) 

VI. Chudakarma. Cestaionyof cnttk^pthe 
SmU em p of tia» cidld^y hm^ ie^ 'EcukMre called 

VII. Upanuiyana. Investiture witb' the 
SMn^ibntfitfrctti tlMS«h tiUtto W&^f^w. 

' l^ll; M^ih^ncm/wgmt. (Thi^ cotefots* of 
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the four following ceremonies). 1, Mabanamni- 
vrafca; 2, Mahavrata; 3, Upanishadvratt j; 
and 4, Godanavrata. These foux are to be per- 
formed before the Mounji ceremony. • • 

IX. Mounji. Ceremony-, of tying a etring 
made from the fitness of a sort of gra6&<3alled 
" Mounji'* with a piece, of deers leather arouiid 
the loins of a boy. . v 

X. ScunmvcMtcma. Ceremony of loosening 
the abovementiotted string ; u e. the ccriemony 
performed after the Maunji. ^ ' • 

The following Saiiskcu's are considered 

the chief. v . < 

:L iFiiiaAa, or Marriage.^ 
I. Ante^tiy or Funeral Ceremony. 
. In this manner a Dwija has to undergo 
seventeen ceremonies, out of which, ihe idst 
one is mauspicioUs. 

All these are pcrforriied by the PatAanA 
Frabhus through the help of pure Brahmins^ 
according to the cu&tom of the Kshatriya 
'clasis.. 

Mctrriaffc Oontract. 
:, I. Bramha^vivaha. .In this kind of marriage, 
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the bride is bestowed on the bride-groom, with' 
a handsome dowry to her, and with presents, to 
the bndegroom. By means of this marriage, 
twenty-four ancestors, of the bride s party, and 
twenty-one, of that of the bride-groom, get 
salvation. 

II. Daiva-vivaha. In tbiskind of marriage> 
the bride adorned with ornaments, is bestowed 
ott- the officiating priest, at the Yadna, or sacri- 
fice. By mefans of this marriage, twenty an- 
cestors of the bride's party, and fourteen of the 
bridegroom's, obtain salvation. 

III. Frajapatya-vivaha. In this kind of 
marriage, a girl is given in marriage, to a man 
without any thing being taken from him. By 
means of this marriage, ancestors of the bride 
and bridegroom, : as in the Daiva- vivaha, obtain 
salvation. 

IV. ArshO'Vivaha. In this kind of marriage, 
the bride is given to the bridegroom ; one cow, 
and one ok, being taken from him. By means 
of this marriage seven ancestors of the bride's 
party, and six of the bridegroom's, get salvation- 

V. Gandharva-vivalia. This description of 
marriage takes place by the mutual consent of 
th^ bride and bridegroom, without the consent 
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of their parents and others. 

VI. Asuri'VivaJha. In this kind of marriage^ 
the bridegroom marries the bride^ after giving 
a ^um, which the inride's father takes from him. 
This kind of maiTiage is deemed vety mean. 
By means of it^ the ancestors of the biide are 
hurried doirn to hell. 

VII. Rakshasa'm/V(xha, ov KshettratAMri^ge. 
In whicAi a man marrii^s a woman after taking 
her captive in war, or from hei* parents^ or 
goardians, ag^ainsl tbeit win. ' 

VIIL Paiskcccha-mvaha. In which i ^ifiAtai 
marries a woman by taking her away stealthily 
from her parents or guardians. 

The Fcrm of Marriage of Kshatriyas^ which 
obtained, in the preceding tUgas tuere of the 

follmoing sorts. 

■' 1st. Sbri Baoaa nutrrie^ Sti^^ according ,tp 
the Kshatra marriage. 

2nd. Amba^ Ambika^ and Ambalaya, were 
made captives by Bhisbma, who gave them in 
Kshatra marriage to his brothers. 

3rd. Krishna married Kukhmini^ according 
to the GandharVH Kshsltra marriage. 

4tb. Jambuvanti; Sattyabhama; Yaddna- 
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jita and Laksliumana were marriiBd to Krishna, 
accoxiding to thtj Ivsbatra rite. 

5th* JDraopadi waa taken. ft\^y by Arjuna, 
aecQrding to the Kahatra xuioirriage* 

d&tfa. Subhadxa married Arj,itua,> ftocording 
to Kabfttra i»arxiage» . 

7th. Ukha was married, acpordiflg to the 
Gandhainra Ksh^tra marriaige. 

Mh4 NaJa noi^ried Damayautiy ac^^rding to 
the Bramha KfihatrA nurrlaga. ; . 

9th. Lately in thq State- of the Angriya's 
tWQ nwtrriages wiere celebrated accohJing U> the 
Kefcfltra ritis, aipong ti© Eattana Prafchuifiu i. 



1^6 Ceremonies pel formed by the Kshatriyas. 

The customs which still obtafh in thfe M^uniis 
and Marriages of the Paitatift Pra,bliiis We : — 

1st. They begin their Mouhji, after making 
the. foAowing SanlcAlpa dcclat«tiiri. ■'"^r%^qci 

2idd. Their 'Marriage taKe place' after the 
following declaration is n^ade :- — ^* ^r^RN^r 

3rd. At the timprfif gi^^ipg tft^. bifide in 
marxi^gc to the bride-groqpi the fathtr of the 
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bride repeats the names of his family 
^7^ t}^ ^r^T ^^^\ W^\^ by the Precepters 
**And likewise after performing the. daily 
sandhys^ every Pattana Prabhu repeats. . ^is 
family name, Gotra, Shakha, Pray?i,ra,, Veda, 
Sutra, Daivatya, Guru, Kuhidevi,arid his B^bi, 
or brith name Varmana Abhiwadayami". Also 
art the time, of marriage the parents after 
mentioning their own names anjd t^iQse of the 
bride-groom and th^ bride, mentipi^i^ those, of 
their three ancestors :— Fattier,,. Gmndr 
father, and Great- Grand-father. And at the 
time of Anteshti ( Funeral ceremopy ) or all 
other annual ciaremony called Shradha &ca. 
repeats the names of his family as before 
mentioned. 

II ?Trai^fr%cr^>i'?c^5T5T«Twr^r'T5K«r^^ ll ^ 
II w%Cr^^^rr§-3rcT3r5THTf2r^rcrc:?rr%R: ii 

II mcff5rfc^>TRt%c^^^5<5^^^ 11 

.• 1 • •', ' . . •■♦.'' 

The religious duties of Kshatriyas. 

The following customs still prevail in: the 
Mpunji and Marxiago ceremonies of the Patfcana 
Prabhus. 
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I. A ceremony called Koholya Muhurta, 
is performed a day or two previous, to the 
niatria^e or the raourtji On this occasion a 
Pumpkin ^outd is cut with a sworci gener- 
ally by Sbiirfftbddy, wlxo has already married 
iiitoi the fttnily, i. e,, 6oh-in-law, or,' by d 
nephew. 

II. A naked sword is pkced with the God- 
dess, called Matruka specially Worshippied on 
the 0<:^cai3i6tt. These Godde^s^s are placed oh a 
decorated stool called Chowrangf, and haVe a 
never extinguishing lamp burning night land 
day, pUced' before them. The portibn of the 
Wall of th6 rbom, in which thes^ are placed 
is decbrated with the picture of at mail goe triee 
loaded with friuts and with other dmamientat 
and rellgioas picturfes: 

III. The cer^ipoay called IJn^b^ Aman- 
trana, is performed only half an hour,, or so, 
befbre thfe' bride-grooih's ' procession either 
starts ftoii^is houste' OP ' before ' it ehyi-s the 
marriage pendals at the brides house. It 
consists of cutting of a branch of the glbmerous 
fig r tree, held sacred by the Hitfdus, witH a 
sword. This is cut either by atiie|)hew ( sitftfers 
son ) or a son-in-law^. This is performed at the' 
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houses of.l^th the bv^,. and ^^^,;^i<jtergfy9(;«fh 

gQ|d leaf,wi»^pi^.9%5^ ia a, RFP^gg ^n^j^ 
bis to the bride's . bouse. This vw-\nife ^9t 
presents a daggar w^ich bad been ujptil roQffn^l^ 



his 
nai^ 

a cina]^y; specially erectfed for thq occasion oyer 
a raised seat^ called bal^ule. tHe brlde-OToo^ U 
conducted into an inkier compartment/ aud a 
screen called antarfat, is held betvyeeu'.th^ 
bride dnd bridd-s:r6om,' so as to separate, tKem 
rfotn each other. A naked sword is then Ipield 
by a soja-in-law or a nephe^ ( sister V aoh )' 
between* tSie couple td be married. ' ,^ . r 

V. The bridegroom also has ^t this time 
in his h^nds eSltikat a pfeti-Jdilfe ^ sLNJ^gy^er. 

VI. [Th^ , ^jc^i^^s^ f ^J|»P* flWteas called 
Mangal-aastakes. After the screen is wi^b-dra^n 
and the 
pronounced 

Ejaiiayd^na (the gift of the bride to the brjd^ 
gi'obm ) is 'performed* Then follows the Laja- 
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Homaa burnt sacrifice^ and then lastly the 
Skptapadi, whtch means gbing round the sacred 
fli* Iby the bride with tJie brid6-groom. After 
tills ceremony, the marriage becomes indissblii- 
WtB it hiiving beieit witnfessed by the God, the 

fire, a;nd the officiating priests. ** T^tHTIfK 
<n^nfr. At this time also mutual oaths of 
fidelity and chastity are administered by the 
officiating priests to the ne^ married couple, 
rt.inay'h^re be said,tha^ the institution of Re -^ 
marriage of widows does npt obtain in this 
caste since it l^as been expressly prohibited by 
the Shastras to the Dwija classes. 

VII. An Offering to their family God or 
Goddess^is cooked according to the way prescrib- 
ed in the ManuBmruti, Yalmika Ramayan,,and 
Aydhattamaka Ramayan. 

VUI. The chief God of the Pattana Prabhus 
is Shri Nar^yan. 

I'ranslation :^— 

Shainbha is the Deity which the Brahmins 
cabled yipfa in the, text should worship. 
Madnav is the deity which the Kshatriyas 
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should worship. The V}^sya shoald worship 
Brahma 4nd the Sudras Gaiianayaka. 

IX. After the birth of a child, a sword is 
necessarily required vfi the ceremoay called Sati 
Pujana^ or worship. Small bows made of bamboo 
are pI;ao6d in all doors and ia the fo4»r corners of 
the bed of the child's mother. A rod of iron 
is placed near the threshold of the child's 
room and a pen-knife is placed under-neath 
th6 childV pillow, until it is six or seven 
month's old. 

X. *rhe horoscope, Mounji Memo: and 
Marriage Memo : of the Pattana Prabhus are 
prepared and written by the Palse Josi or 
Jotishi only in Bombay and not ih other cities. 
This is only on account of friendship the 
Prabhus, have towards that caste from old tines. 
The IPalse Joshis are consulted Only in their 
capacity of astrologers and asked to fix a propi- 
tious day and hour for the performance of the 
mounji, marriage and other ceremonies. 

XI. In their horoscopes their Eshatriya 
descent &c. is mentioned by th^ said Palse 
josi and other jo tishis, in the following mimner:— 
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^^fTI^?Tr : H Moreover the foHowiog i^Uloka 
is written in Janmapatrika or hoi^soope 
prepaid. 

XIL Tha Paittan^. Pm^bhus do ippt name 
Kkeir sons Pai;a$hui^ma, Bhargavairama or 

KalarsuiKia, not tUeir daughters. Bemiifkahad« 
They make no pilgrimages to the shrine of the 
above ine^^ioned Gad, nor worship Him ai- 
though this 3rahmaa God had l)ef n born of a 
Kshabriya luother, sister of Shri Yishwamitra 
Muni* They would even condescend to.n^me 

• 

their ^ns F^kira. Bawa. and the like rather 
t])an give them the detesiU^e name Farasbi- 
rama. This is owing to the old feeUn^r of 
animosity a^in^t Parashumma, lie having 
Jdlled th^ descendants of the Kartavirya Baja 
and numerous other tyrannical and irreligious 
Kshatriy^s. 

XIII. The Purohita, or religious preceptor 
of the Pattana Prabhus must be well versed 
in the Vedas and Shastras and they are pure* 
Slrahmias and at the end of ^aoh Sauiskara or 
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religious ceremony the precepter and ^U other 

Briftliinms give ^WtfM^h fctesfiriiig to the Pattana 
Frabhus. 

XIV. The chief pmst of the Ba^tana 
PrabhuB lat^at he a -desoeHtdikTit of Vasisistha^ 
the Higb iPiiest of -t^h* 4uic«8tpr«. Tl^s priest 
lives in a vijLIage called Khetaka ( which, is saear 
PuDft ). He is invited to the ^oaiaji or mar- 
riage oereinaOMieis of t¥e PraMius, and due 
respect 110 p«i^^(iiim> 

XV. The Prabhus ar^ the worshippers and 
iprotectors of His Holiness the Jagad Guam 
Sbri Shankd'racharjra Swami, tiie Eaja Gurm 
or High P|^»ti0f ^^iPfb^h'^f»:^W?o-Bi3ahmins 
imd eowis. 

XVL They do'inot eat iTood looked fey per- 
sons of any other castes tli^an Pure-Brahmins, 
^eeau^e they ai^ <rf puiTO Kdsuttriya origin. 

• • ' .. . • ' ■ ■ ... 

The d(s(dy Vf^i^us Mrm^mji^ (^hmmisd 

by the Frahhiis, 

1st. Tk» P&btm^ Ffahbttis maka fkeix ^^- 
4hya, w^rsiilpi «^o)iaplatiai^ <^hAiiity ^g. ac- 
cording to the rites laid dpw^ ija tbd Vodas. 

2Bd. Th^jcfir^ polite and <>h3^v#'the fjaroily 
rules and the rules of purity, Suyai^, Sutaka^ 
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&«. reliffiouslv. 

3rd. They take one of the following three 
Ashramas Viz : — Bramhmacharya, Grahasta- 
shrama^ and Yanaprastha. Amongst these 
three the GTaba&tasJirama is most prevalent. 

II ^HTfT«rn^r*l4^d W Wl^« JTr^ofr II 

II <>x^i^»n»^*t|<i^4d^«TraT^f:%^: ii . 

II 3Tf^g^f^iyigRf ^ti(filgWMI.H ^ U 

II wfr^5^^qr%i%'niF%rfwr'5PTr: ii 

The Benefits whidi the Prabhus derive from 
the daily -religiotis course^ 

II ^Wq^rfc5^lt^P^f^^5«^ II 
Translation : — 

Man obtains the blessings of Vairagyarand 
other ashrams by pleasing the God (Hari), by 
following the dharama duties religiously en- 
joined to their caste. 

1st. They appear very clean and holy. 

2nd. They know their own religious doc- 
trine tolerably well. 

Srd. They get the knowledge of the sixteen 
ccremQjiies. 
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4th. Tiiey easily obtain the course of 
godliness from Idve to God. 

5th. They get disgusted at all bad habits a&* 

ii ^cf^4ct^<r^^^ il q!qrf^%1qV^%^r ii 



6^ ' ' >P 



gaming, murdering, drinking liquor, adul- 
tery, sinful acts, robbery, desire for seducing 
women &c. 

6 th. They easily learn Sanskrit. 

7th. They obtain salvation. 

8th. They observe all the religious fasts. 

They particularly observe the Sunday fast 
in the month of Ashvina (Sept. — Oct. ) on 
account of their descent from the €un and 
the mooBy the former being called (Pita Maba) 
the Great ancestor. 

9th. . All sanskars or reliofious ceremonies 
of ..the .Pattana Prabhus are perforined by 

10th. They know the customs and rules^ 
their own family, country, cfcste, and also 

pbsstes Btffiei^nt knowledge of political mattets. 

« 
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Ilth. The Prabhua act strictly according to 
the rules laid down ia the following Books or 
Granths. 



1. Grahyasutra. 

2. Manusiuriti. 

3. Adnyavulkhya Smriti. 

4. Sanskar Kowstubha. 

5. Nimaya Sindhu. 

6. Dhanua Sindhu. 



7. Madana Parijata. 

8. Sankalpa Kowmudi. 

9. Sauskara Mayukha. 

10. Kowstubha Darpaii. 

11. Shantisara. 

12. Narayan Batti. 



PART III. 

The Pattana PraWius the inhabitants of 
Eastern Provinces of India. 

The Pattana Prabhus wore the inhabitants 
of the eastern provinces of India. They had 
their kingdoms, princedoms, cities, towns, 
villages, jahagirs, palaces, gardens &c., in 
those provinces, over which they were once 
ruling. They .ruled over this country in the 
Krita^ Trita, Dwapara and even in the 
Kali Uga, also King Shri Yikrama a^^jd others 
ruled in their fathet^Iand^'^ until libe great 

* The calculation of Qeologiatg corrobarated by the astro* 
nomers in FraBjoe. has poored the antiqiiity of the earth's origin 
to be not lesa than six thousand miUians ( six abja ) yeaiu. 
Vide Times of India ( a, Bombay ^daily newspaper ) of Monday 
the 4th September 1876, " 
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revolution which occured during the reign of 
Shri Shalivahan. 

A number of the Prahhus migrated 

to Paitan. 

In the 12 th centuiy of the Shalivahan Era, 
the Muhammadana after making twenty-four 
invasions upon this country and taking immense 
booty to their own country at last became 
masters of it. They polluted many holy 
places razed thousands of their temples to the 
ground, and forcibly converted millions of 
Hindus to Islamism. They made Delhi their 
capital in the year 1114 of Shalivahan era, 
( A. D. 1192). The fates having turned against 
them, the Hindus were obliged to migrate to 
some other part of India to avoid the Muham* 
madan tyranny. About five thousand good 
Ksbatriya families fled under cover of night 
from their father-land to Paitan. 

The following ten Ksbatriya princes were 
am<Mig the . number viz : — 1 Shri Shankar^ 
2 Baimodhar, 3 Kumfohaka, 4 Nirgunda, 
5 Narayan, 6 Vishokaharana, ' 7 Suradasa, 
8 Bhudhara, 9 Sumant, 10 Chitra, and other 
12 solar race princes. 
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These Kshateiyas fiirst came to Faitan and 
then settled in several villages and towns . 
around it. 

The distinction shoivm between Ramdem* Rao 
Yadava ofDevagiri and the Rania Raja 

qfPaitan. 

Bearing the ISth oentury Batmchandra^ or 
ilaondieVa E^io Yadava^ or Jadava was ruling in 
Devtigiri (now Daolatabad). He had two sons 
named Shankaradeva aad Bhimadeva. t In 
121Sof Shalivahanera (a. n. 1(294) Amuham- 
madan geinei^al named Alia or Aliaudin 
invftded the country of the said Yadava or 
Jadava and forced him to enter into a treaty 
with the now all ahssorbing Muhammadan power 
and purchased the peaee of his kingdom at th^ 
dost of mounds of gold, pearls <bc. Bamdeva- 
rax) Yadava reigned up tb the year of Shalivah^ii 
1232 (a. D. 1310) and was suoctoded hy hi^ 
son Shankardeva who ! raign^di at Pevagiri 
for two year only : — Eama^raja <5f Faitan 
had abso three sons^ named EbfUom&xw 
1 — i iii ii ii i 't j "'*'^ "" — ^^----.-- ■ — ■ — ■--.> i '''f'^ ii ii ' 

* Ddoof was a title besitowed upon a prince. . 
t A dtroDg man. 
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Biiabadeva,^' and Pratapdeva. This. Ba^Ia 
Kaja perished ia a battle fought between him 
and Sultau Ahmed Shah near Paitan in .1210 
of Shalivahan Era (a. d. 1288). 

The dat^ of the battle bettpeen Rama Raja 
and Sultan Ahmed Shah near Paitan 
: is given in the following Shhka. 

It 'rr^r?rq''^i^^r?ftrli'T"i?5-9r«T^^ ii 
II ^iT^^ol!fgj3T5'T^^qKf2|;^k[^iTrl[cfT^^ II 

II ?;iRcq3'^7uf^^cfW'^q?r^RWU^^^l ll 

Translation, 

The meaning that Ahmed Shah conquered 
the Rajya of Bama-K^ija in 1210 of the 
year . of Shalivahan Era, (a. d. 1288), name of 
the year Manamathana Nam Sawantsara, on 
Sunday the 12th of Bhadrapada. 

» 

I%er, Prabhxis and the Bimbadevq. arrive 
in the Konkan and reside there. 

Seyera) of the migrated Kshatriyas^ or Fra- 
bl^us aittkountitig to about three thousanU and 
fiy.9 J»«nd/:ed ftuuls including, women and chil4- 



^.«^^wwfc» 



* Tfee ftcc of the sun. 
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ren were killed in this battle, And the remain- 
iitg^'Went away with Birubadeva the second snn 
of the perj&hed Prince. They arrived in the 
Konkan and defeated the Nayak chief and 
took Chinchani, Tarapura, Aseri, Kelave-Ma- 
him, Sasti, and Bombay-Mahitn &c. and found- 
ed a new country of their own. They divided 
the newly acquired country into fifteen Mahals 
and appoioted themiielves as Governors or 
Adhikws of the§e Mahals. At tliis time Bom- 
bay consisted of a few scattered huts mostly 
occupied by kolis or fishermen, and contained 
the temples of Shri Walukeshwar, and Mumba- 
devi. The whole island beinor covered with 
babul trees. .The old name of Mahim was Ba- 
o*€idabet or a des^^jrt-vilUgei Bimbadeva chang- 
ed tbii^. -name to Mahlkavati aflod'uiiide it his 
capital He divided the district into twelve . 
parts or pakhdis, each.pakhdi being attached 
to each manor. Soon after thi^iseveral Brah- 
mins, Kshatriyas, merchants, traders, men of 
high film i lies kc, came to live there. Bimba- 
deva and the^ other kshatriyas hmlt several 
temples of. their kalade vis &o. for weorabip and 
alsa sey^val BharaiAdhalas in Bombaji, Mi^im 
and the surrounding villages. 
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List showing the number of villages of the 

Jijieen Maiiah of the State. 



Nunei of Uabali. 



Mwolla... 

MJ«d». 

Tarftpu™. 

KalaTe-Mahun.... 

S»jt»ia|ads. 

Kalian 

Chabhtu. 

Kturun-Villagos. 
Ptiochanadi „ 
Taloji. 
Pum*. „ 

-. , ISfl 



Afterwards all the villages were distributed 
among the fifteeti mahals, aad their revetHw vrtts 
divided into three parts. ■" 

The AnQua*!' Keveniie Statments of othei- 
Mahals being too long for insertion here, are 
oaiitted, irillithe ^cwptionof'thfttef Bittidora. 



[ 52 j 

A Statement showing the Bandar Village 
Hevenue under the Malada Mahal. 
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Names of the tioelve Kshatriyas of the Solar 
Race^ members of the Council of Biynbadeva. 



Shri Vikramft. 
,y Madhuaudaoa. 
,y Yidnimasen. 
„ Kaaishwar. 



Shri Sonajita. 
„ Mandhatar 
,, Sahasrasen. 
,f Pundarick. 



Shri Anantakirti. 
„ Wasudeva. 
„ Sumanta. 
„ Jayavanta. 



Names of the eight Ministers, 



»* ■ i« t ' 



S(bfi Fmuib^tam, 
y, Narayan. 
jf Sham. 

Shripattarao. 



n 



Shri 
„ Sunkar. 
f, Mahadeva. 
„ Qovind. 



1. Vji^bvaiiaib; CommmdeMA-^l^Iiten 
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2. Ragbuiuith, Sar-karkuu or Collector. 
.3. Pulamaksha Shastri, chief Priest. 

4. Waiuau Joshi, Astronomer. 

3. Niveda Bliatta, Puranika. 
(}. Poshadeva, family Priest. 

These were appointed to their rtispective 
posts on Sunday the 2ad Magba Vaidya in the 
year 1216 of Shalivahan Era, (a. d. 1294)- 

The following are the Prahhus ( Ksliatriyas ) 
who canie to the Konkan with Bimbadeva. 

• • • * 

SOLAR DYNASTY. 

1. Shri Vikram Raja, Deva, Krishnarava, 
aud Vishnu, of the Bharadwaja Gotra or fa- 
mily, and surname Kane. 

2. Shri Madhusudah Raja, Bharadwaja, 
Bhima, Shkmnio, Shiva, and Shri Patarava, 
of the Putamaksha Gotra or family, and sur- 
name Pradhan. 

3. Shri Vidrumasena Rnja, KeshaA'arava, 
Qodala, Bhima, Narayan, Vishranath, Trim- 
b^barao,' •' Shivadas, and JDamodhar, of the 
Vashisthrt Gotra or familv, 'and suraame 
Kothare. 

4.- Shri Kashi*shwara Raja, Krrshnarata, 
Govindrava, Chandra, MahadeviJ, !]fehaskara, 
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Triittbaka, Narayan, and Keshava, of the 
Kashapa Gotra or family, and surname 
Navalkar. 

5. Shri Senajita Raja, Shripata, Rama, and 
Bhankararava of thei Harita Goti-a or family, 
and surname Paterao. . 

6. SbriArandhatRaja, Trimbak, Damodhar 
SurdAft, Shivararna, and Keshava of the Vra- 
dhavishuu Gotra or family, and surname Dhu- 
randhar. 

7. Shri Sahasrasena Raja, Ganesha, Trim- 
bakarao, Shiva, Shamrao, Padmakar, and Kar- 
na, of the Brahma Janardhau Gotra oy family, 
and. surname Brahmandakan 

8. Shri Pundarika Raja, Dada, Shiva, 
Govindrao, nad Shivarama of the Sownala. 
Gotra or iaa^ily, and surname Deshai. 

9. Shri Anatita Kirti Raja^ Deva, Bhima, 
Shiva, and Govindrao, of the Kawdiny4k*Gotra 
or family, and surname Nayak. 

10. Shri Wasudeva Raja, Govind, Narayan, 
Shanui, Bhima, Shripatarao^ Bhasker^ and. 
Nai^ahari, of the Maudavay Gotra or family; 
and surname Mankara. 

11. Shri Sumanta Raja, Keshav^, Krishna, 
Trimbak, {Tripala, Bhima, Surdas, and Raghit- 
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nath, of the Kaoshika Gotra or family, (ind sur* 
name Velakara, 

12. Sh,ri Jayavanta Raja, Damodybfar, Go- 
raka, Shivarama, and Bhima, of the^VidftWltiiMititi 
Gotra or family,: and- surname VyaVahwkair; 

, • • • .#. 

L UNA R . D Y^4^VY. \. .■ 

1. Sliri Damodher, Bhava,, md-Bbitae,, ^ 
the Chavai^ii Bhargara'^Qotva or family^ And 
surname Ranajita. 

2. Shri Madhusudan, and Bhima, of t&e 
Gaotama Gotra of fisimity^ and Surname Go- 
rakshaka. 

3. Shri Wasttdeva, Shripflta^ And Krislliia, 
of the Shandil Gotra^ or fainily> 3u&d sumajaB:* 
Rao. •' : • ■ : . ■ ^ - '• 

4. Shri' Bambdhar, and K^dhax^a, of thet De^ 
vadatta Gotta <)iri^mily^ aud da»Qame Jaymkar. 

5. Shri'Nj^ay^; Jbiksl^tiai^ BJ^imkyxif 
the Maitftifda: Gtot^koif* family; i-^^ '<'autnsctti(r 
DharadhiBP'/' '■": :v '* • '^ * ' '*'■ ■•'•«•' *: ' • v:"* 

6. Shri K^tajran, and Ke^h^^a, of die Janm^ 
dagni Gotra 'di^ fanlily, ditkd s(ttrniim$ Talpade; 

7. Shri Suradas, and Bharadas, of the Nana- 
bhat Gotra or 'family, and ikirtifltne'KiTtfkar. 

8. Shri Pala, of the Mudgala Gfotra 'or 
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family aud surname Ajiiika. 

9. Shri Sumant, Tripala, and Raghunatb, of 
the ChaDaksha Gotra or family, iand surname 
Phairyawaina. 

10. » Shri Ramadeva, of the Bhargava Gotra 
or family, and surname Sanjit. 

!!• Shri Narayan, of the Upamunnue 
Gotrat ox fkmily, and suroame Vyayaharkar. 
. 12. Shri KeshavaravA, ^nd Sumaut, of the 
Mandavya Gotra or family, and surname Tri- 
lokekar. 

13. .Shri Kama, of the Paolaati Gotra or 
family, aud surname Frabhakar. 
. 14- Shxi DharmasOD, of tbe Garghay Gotra 
OTi family, vui suraame Yazkar. 

15. Shri Lakshadhar, of the Vysampayana 
Gotra or family, «ad surname Ananda^kar. 

Xhe abovementioued peraons with their 
wiv9S:ai]t4 cbUdreK and their relative^ came 
witii Bimbadeva, After them se^/teral other 
Prabhus came to tbe Konkan one after ax^other, 
and in this way the number of th» newly 
arrived Prabhus amounted to three thousand. 

The Seals a?i4 JD^cess of the Prahlms. 
Tbe Kshatriyas, of that period iivstead of 
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making their signatures on documents, letters, 
&c. used to affix their seals to them. The 
seals contained the name, rank, surname, 
Gotra, Kuladevi Ac, of the person to whom it 
pertained. I have come across seals the in- 
scriptions whereof rtfh as follows : — 

Translation. 

The Gotra of the Prince ig Bharadwaj ;' hrs 
name Vikrama Raja; his family goddess is 
Prabhavati; this is my seal. ^ 

Translation. 

This'is the seal of Madusudan; the best of 
the Prince of the solar race; his Gotrfc is 
Vashista. 

U ^ar^frf^^cf, f rr^Fif^r^a^ l| ^ ii ." 

TranslatioB. :. 

This is the seal of the Prince who is bom 
in thc^- Kaodinya Gotra btiaring the uai»e 
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N^iyak ami b^^ving Ambika for his family 

,j;ftpb.,an(i^every,.FA'ftbku hajd .g;U.eJj a se^U 
l^k\^ «W«itom wa^H^ibpJIsUed when tUp fraVhu^ 
k9gm. . ^ #HPRWti thej^^ej ve^ , i^y sex vkg a» 
clerks, and th^ pmt^iQe ofi^igi^ing vfm boxrp?K'ecl 
from the Yavauas or fpr eigne rs. About the 
same time the custom of \yednng crown, and 
a half j^ket, oalfed*cavaoh^, &n^ fibe pftaimbar, 
and light knee-breeches was also ab^Ufit^i^d, ^nd 
^ turban, jama, nima, dag^ala, apd^band^ii were 
us^ instead of them. A^t present in imita,tion 
of the European dress, people we^r jftcketa, 
waistcoats, pantaloons, &c. 

The wearing or not wearing of a particular 
dress has not been enjoined or prohibited by 
any of the ancient sages or Shastra,s. 

37*e Raja^Guru orxhi^f ^nest appqinied. 

After the Raja-guru Shri Yashistha.went to 
Badrikashrama, the Prabhus {^P^i^in^ed ^akala 
Veda Shastra Sampana l^aja Mannja Raje 
Shri Hemadh^'?iM'Raja gifu, 'a»''^jttrvedi 
Brahmin of the Apastambhi shakhat^ot.ihraDch, 
well veraeid ia thp Y edas and .Sha^tras, as their 
^liiief priest, aad resolved to -hououi* and wpr- 
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' . Lt 



ship iiim i^Jtlia pUo^Df^SJinVashiakhacT. 
' The prie9& ^M H natirecof $Itkii8id» a^iils^^ 
in Ehandesh. His son-in-Un. n^^mdr VMur 
Murti Raja Mannya Raje Shri Vaijanath 
panta Kaja^ani/^a'firihmk 'lof the Sliakla 
Shakhl branchMm<»^6«iE6d^lil&i^'W his pre- 
rieces»or'jS^ cpweiiW" ^^ Aw^^^r^\o£. i^is 
priest 9,fc.prjQ3CAt ejpjoy tb* GwM*dAii^bfl^«|-^p 
U>,i]^.^Y,. >-<^'... '*'^i r--/ •>•-•: '* A* 

]Bff^ib^eya,|)roug|it; fiMWi^ g«ii?4e^.tpeps, c^cfo^ntMi 

tre^^, &Q.if *fr^mt Rpjjf^^ :a»4 :.3^aJ?ftr,..ftR4 
plarited ,t]bj^ ia: ^la^ipi and alap 4a Bambiiy, 
The QijijUfyf^tioa o/ th^e^ trees- m«b94 -^^ 
rayeuiw cousfd^rably.. After ifbis tite Rj^jh 
and • the !P^bhw. buijit ^ fi^eTeriil pal^noes^ 
hooseffi 4w.;,..% ihi^ff 'P»e* :J[fit tb« ^opar 
Bimbadeva and the Prabhus reigned in.their 
pewly aoquire?i WUUtry .for. .lUBe: jefnTi one 
paoi>fch,m^d^bee^i 4fS39»4 3»mfb«4eya '^iod in 
.12?5 .pf.,,th<» §|iaJi^^»lM»r^a- < a, i>, >?<»') J* 

ti^9^ pwmth^iJLW^hfi* Mv^sr^^^pfi^^,^.^^ 
l&JfJy^ . W Kag^MTctey^ -Baja , of^ ^h^wpj, . jsrho 
reigned in Mahim for seventeen- ye^rs.^ Jn 



»^ 
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1;bi8 manner the above three Bajas rulc^d for 
about Bixiy ]rear8 in the Konkan aud died 
without any iswe. 

The dcUefrtmt whi(A the Prabhfus gave up 
their MMUm^ profession. 

The Prabhttk haVe followed th6 profession 
of clerks evw Bince the Shalivahan era 1270 
{a.d. 1348) and have always distinguished 

themselves in that line under the various riilers 

« 

of India. They held high civil appointments 
under the Mdgiils, the Marathas, the French, 
thte Portuguese, and still hold high land respon- 
sible posts under the British Goverhmehf . They 
do no Other business than clerkship. They lieft 
their abnual Docsara Khadga Pujan or sword- 
worship iiild th6 art of U^ng bows or Dhanar 
Veda. 

At this time the countries of both the Nagar- 
deva Raja and the PraWius weJre dtfnquered 
by the Nawab of Yadanaj^ar in Gujarat, and 
given in charge of Nikamaly. The PniWhus 
surrendered themselves to the NaWdb-s(nd bound 
themselves bynn oath <eif Srllegianciei h> siippert 
thfitosel^^s by^ierting as clWkS ir writer* in 
ilia couiitty* 
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The Raja'Purnalika who o^ledMahim in 

regular' succession. 

In 1278 (a. D, 1356) the Bhongales took 
forcibly the kingdom of the Nawab^ and kept 
it in their possession for eight Team^ 

In 1286 ( A. n. 136i ) it was re:CO|)quered by 
the Nawab of Yadanagara^ who ruled over it 
for seventy-three years. 

Afterwards inl 3 5 ft; (a. n. 1437) it wks taken 
by the Khiarashani Budaahai who ^uled over 
it for one hundred and eleven yearB« 

In 1434 (a«i). 15.12) is i|ra|Et %st . peaqeal;dy 
entered ^nto by the Por^pfnes^ ipd^ ji^eo in 

14^?„d<Z). l^^ft) t|»e Wwixdi; pf ^^Bo^Myt 
Mahim, and Bassein, warft conquered bj^^j^ 
Portuguese from Muhammadans ; and Nuna 
Be Gattlla'iMMf ^If^bmted^ goifnnoi: iCe For- 
tttgOMii Wing. ;g}i)4edi j^y ths^nfelMliil Hffl of 
thei& J^99ui|if|a) pria«ksfU]i# thf^M^ham^iidta^ 
destrp];{e4 ^y«ffal JiMtf! te^^jl^^ tftftflau^l^r 
iostittttiap? ^ ^GiWy mad^ W!9«yiiwpiN^tis 
tatbeirieli^n, ^^'Ebfiyf rairfi fitter it iw^Mi:) 
hundred and nine years; 



, i> J, 
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Jnthe year 1661 (a. d. 1739) the Pesh- 
wa* or the prime minister of His Ma- 
jesty the Maharaja Shahu Chhatrapati of Sa- 
^arra arested it from the Portuguese. 

jTAe (iorfe ofShajiu Raja s conquest ofBassein. 
; ^oka:-— 

II l&Wfr%^f|iBWBTT*«ff« tt 

11 ftl5«fNf^cm:?mritftrJTr»nTT% fi 

In 'f 5^8 (a. p. 1661) the island of Bom^- 
bay came to the English by ' the marriage of 
<!!%(tr?e5 11; witii InfJirrtff Catherisne of Porta- 
gaf, «id ftom tlaV time it tas invariably 
conftfeticHi in tiheir pbssesisidtf tip* to'thfe present 

jjuji; -1 • '*e'-> - 'J- ^ . •' •''. > 



» ^ . ^ . t« 



belo«igitig t<» tike PhiMns ^M iivkT %A 
pkow wu r r eK m ^teff Bombnj, one iiuaiirect and 
iAgr 3Fears «^ Obeul 9», l^jiiia 5,'JalM*r 2, 
B^iHli 18, Agakihid, Uniii 22, T«l6l4, ^Olwdit- 



'~'^~ ~" , — i— ^^»«»-^^^— ^ .1. , i j , ^ till 

♦ The word Peah^^^ w of Perman origin. 
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ni 3, Kalave 7, Mahim 6, Bbandup 3, Bosseia 
2, and Sopare 6, total 105. Besides tb^ae the 
Prabhu families in Bombay and SanU in all a- 
mounted to three hundred* 

The Prabhus In addition to their military 
surnames were popularljy i:nown as Mombaikar 
Ghaulkar, Agaskar, !]^apadikar kc. from t|ie 
respective seats of tbleitr families. The total 
number of the Prabhu families on this side of 
India was three thousand. 



The Number of the Ftc^hu getdUman decen- 
ded from the Solar an4 tiimtr Jtac^. 



M 






."f ■ . • » ,%* 4.jr "^ 



-..J. •? V 



, ^sq^AM^,Ji4Qff'.\\ .■'! ,; 



1. BlteiM)va[(a^'^ • fl^ ^f t. ' * thiihina JT^nardhaxi -9. 



8. PutaiiuM§( ; ^s. 



hfr. iSijwatoi--. . . u .an 



4. fiABhapa 

5. HoiU: 3. 1 

6. Yradhayishnu S5, 



^g» ■■ ■ ?i^- 1 Efe- ' -'t. 
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12. yiBhwamitra 19. 
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LUNAR RACE. 



a. 


Chayana SSliargacva 


7. 


9. Chanaksha 


6. 


% 


-Qiottoi^ 


..4..: 


• 10. 'Bhargava 


8. 


3. 


Shandil 


IR i 


: H- PB»muinwife 


3. 


4. 


Devadatta 


20. 


12. Mahendra 


.; 16. 


. h. 


Mtirianda* 


$.* 


la Paolasti ^ ' 


3. 


j^: 


J^ond^i 


S4. 


'' ■'14. Qafgl^a^y 


9. 




N;Wb^, •• 


^' 


: 15. Yy^wDi^apft'. 


4 


8. 


Mudj^ 




f .. ^ : . ■ - ; 


« 




I 


■ 


... 


r * 



2Tfe6 ii^orfo taken a$ auihointies for this woi^. 

1st Sahyadri Khand granth containing a- 
bout five thousand slokas. 

2nd! In 1212 ( a. d. 1290 ) Shri Vishnu- 
das Namaji* the famous Shimpi saiht of Shri 
Vithoba of Pandharpur, wrote a work called 
*< Ka66tiibha:.Chintai»ani "^ in -Wliii^ he has 
giV« a full account of the PAttiu intgi^aftott 
fr^m Central India to ilis'Kblilcaiy, and thfe 
Bam Raja of a Paitan. This event took place 
during his life time and to which he bears un- 
impeachable te^tiq^ny a^ an eye wilnes^. This 
granth oontain m hundred BtanM;# 

3rd. AfiterwardK a bobk Aamed ISie •Stahim 



* See Kavi Cilrtlra IW. by Rajwhri Ja&Atdkai^ Ram- 
chwidraji. _. ^ .1 
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His to rise' was compiled by Senhor Caitan De 
Souza, a portuguese gentleman, in the Portu- 
guese language, in the year 1516 of the Shali- 
vahn era. (a. i>. 1594.) He has taken the au- 
thority of the said Kaostubha-Chintamani for 
his account of the Prubhus. Moreover for in- 
formation in regard to this book, of Senhor 
Caitan De Souza, I add the following letter 
addressed to me by Mr. Gabriel Dwarte. 

Upper Girgaum 
Bombay, 31st March 1876. 
Dear Sir, — With reference to your message 
to mej I have the pleasure to state that, I know 
Illustrious Senhores Miguel D wart and Manvel 
De Monte who died upwards of forty years ago. 
They were appointed by Government, ^^Vera- 
dores and Matharas" of the Island of Bombay. 
They had a large collection of useful records 
and books in the Portuguse language. I know 
they had a book named " Mahim Histaria" in- 
their Libraries. It was I recollect written by 
Illustrious Senhor Caitan De Souza iu ^the 
Portuguese language. It gave an accouBi;; of 
the voyage of Vasco De Gama te tbe liasb 
Indies, and also an account of the reign of {Eaja 
Bimba and other Prabhu Eajas of Mahim, 
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Salsetto, kc, who came from the Deccan. 

I remain, &c., 
Gabriel Dwarte, 
Late clerk Supt. Indian Navy ; 

H. M. Dock Yard, Govh 

Pensioner. 

4. In 1560 (a. d. 1638) first Monday in Ash- 
vin Sudha ( October-November ) a granth 
named Bimbakhyna was compiled by a Pra- 
bhu, Lakshuman Ramchandra Rane, in which 
he has given the history of the Prabhus after 
their arrival in the Konkan. This granth 
contains one thousand and five hundred stanzas. 

5. In 1663 (a. d. 1741) another history of 
the Prabhus was written by Janardhan Ganesh 
Mankara of Mahim^ who sent it to Anant 
Krishna Pradhan, a gentleman at Mungi Pai- 
tan in Deccan. This history contains one 
thousand and six hundred prose sentences. 

6. In the year 1212 (a. d. 1290), a 
granth named Dnyaneswaria was written by 
one Dnyanadeva Brahmin, in which he men. 
tions Ramchandra Yadava. This granth con- 
tains seven thousand stanzas. 

The above five works viz. Sahyadrikhand, 
KiiOstubh Chintamaniy Bimbakhyana, letter of 
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Janardhan Ganesh, and Dnyaneswarl were in 
the house of the late Veda Shastra Sumpana 
Rajamanya Raje Shri Ghanashsham Shastri 
Jaday. 

7. In A. D. 1803. Col Dow wrote a history 
of Hindustan from the Persian in which he 
has given an account of the Treaty between 
Alia and Ramadeva Prince of Devagiri in 
1216 (a.d. 1294). 

8. In A.D. 1808 a regulation about the re- 
venue of Salsette was published by the Bom- 
bay Government in which it is stated that for- 
merly this province was governed by Bimba- 
deva, and that the Prabhus were not Parabhus 
but Prabhus. 

9. lu A.D. 1829 a work entitled the '^History 
of the Marathas" was published by Captain 
Duff, in which he has given a short account 
of Jayadeva Ramadevarao of Devaghar, modern 
Daolatabad, and AUaudin. This work has 
lately been translated into Marathi. 

10. In A. D. 1834 and 1837, the Journals of 
the Royal Asiatic Society, Nos. IV and VII 
published in London, contain an account of 
Ramdevarao Yadava of Devagiri who reigned 
uptOA,D» 131Q» 
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11. The Honorable Monstuart Elphinstone 
who was formerly Governor of Bombay pub- 
lished a work called **The History of India" 
in A. D. 1841. This book contains the history 
of Ramdeva prince of so great power as a kincj 
of the Deccan, 

There are three other interesting works 
(containing the history of India, besides the 
abovementioned ones and their names are ; — 

1. Useful tables by Mr. James Prinseps. 

2. The Universal History. 

3. Lieut Col James Tod's Rajasthan, 



PART IV. 

The cause of animosity between tJie Prabh us 
and the Peshwas* of Puna. 

In 1434 (a. D. 1512) the Portuguese took 
possession of a few places in this part of India. 
Their officers used to exact all kinds of com- 
pulsory service popularly known as Vetha 
from their subjects and their Political opponents 
without paying attention or ragard whatever 

♦ In A. D. 1712 Balaji Viswanath wmUte ftrst PeshVa, 
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to their birth, position, caste &c. Whenever 
they wuiiteJ a labourer or a cooly tliey caught 
hold of any person whom they fouBd and 
forced him to do any work, however mean 
it might be. They had employed several 
Fattana Prabhus in high posts in most of their 
towns and villages. These had been seVei^l 
times against their will conipelled by their 
Poi'tu^deae masters to exact the kind of service 
from their ancestors, relations, and easfte- 
men of the future Peshwas of Ptana. The 
Brahmins of that time not understanding the 
principles of the Portuguese ^ Govern mettt 
attribilted these acts to the Prabhus them- 
selves ; and thus arose the enmity wlMch existed, 
for a long time between the Peshwas and :their 
folio wersi on one side, add the Prabhu caste on. 
the other. Tlie Prabbas had under . rpain of 
being forcibly converted- to Chmtianity by 
their Portttguese Bul^uwho were solely guid- 
ed by -their £ftnatical frusta the Josaibs, ioobey 
their orders and exact this kind of service from 
the Brahnains whom they were enjoined by 
their religion* to honor. A few Pmbhus how- 
ever Nvikpi iMfcd ooui-age to di&obey these ^:rd^rs 
^eife d$^prived of their effects ai>d .fcyg^y 
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converted to Christianity. Their Christiaia 
descendants are still to be found ia various 
parts of Salsett and the present Tannft and 
Bassein districts. It may here not be out of 
place to mention the destruction of costly 
temples and idols by these Christian coaquerors. 
The disfigured idols and images which are to 
be Bdet with in various cave temples cut out of 
solid rock by ancient Hindus and in temples 
now wholly deserted in various parts of the 
lafce Porcug'uese domains are the works of these 
fanitties. Even the Prabhus who enjoyed 
posts of honor under them were on pain of 
being converted forcibly to Christianity bad 
to perform their religious ceremonies and 
ablutions in secrecy and under cover of night. 
After the rise of the Maratha power and the 
establisj^ment of the seat of Grovernment at 
Puna, a good many Prabhu families fled from 
their Christian rulers and sought refuge under 
the comparatively mild sway of the Marathas. 

The consecration or placing of the TinOige ofSidhi 
Vinci^yah in a temple near Bhiif^^toar. 

A Pirabfau gentleman named Dadlaji Lakshaji, 
suriiamed Rfio, being Assessed of wealth and 
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having no issue to succeed .to it arwj inor^ovar 

not finclmg a pjroper persouj for . :?.d9pliQn n^^ 
a 3on erected tiha teooiple. of 3)^ri 6aQj;^L 
towards, the sou^b .^f the .3h\]>Usfew«,r te^plp* 
in the yeaor lft26, (a* n.. 1704;). Atthe^Jgaje^ 
of the consecration of this temple a disp^t^ 
arose between certain Brahmins whp a^sejfri^ed 
thi^ir right, to officiate at the cwseora^ipn ifr 
preference to the Chi^pavan and other Brah- 
min, invited to help and officiate at the oqi:^- 
secration by the Prab^iqA Qn the ground that 
they beiog from amongst the oldest inh&bitwt^ 
of Bombay and rightful priests of some, c^ies 
in it had the monopoly to officiate at any 
new temple that might be built in^ the 
island. These pret-ension were^ not admitted 
or allowed by the -Pyabhus who adyigejJ tlip 
owner of the temple to invite learned Brab^iins 
from other parts of India. JJe cpqseqaeiit- 
ly invited Veda Murti Rajteshri Chint^.- 
mani of Cheul DhaTmadhikc^ri^ IJampdhar 
Pithakar, and others with the adYiqe.jf.tJyip^ 
chief priest (Raja Guru). Khedkar and .^f^^^t; 
secrati^ the temple in 'hoi^or.i:>f t^e deitg'. or 



-*-«■ 



r 



* The yresent manager of thU temple is Raje8hri Q^i2$trao 
JattftrdWm SEiiTalktr. • • ^ -^ ^^ ' ' .- f' T -ti' rJ U 
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(xoA Sidbi Viftayiika. Afterwards iii the y^ar 
i«61 rfSharivfeha*' efa (a. d. 1789), a Brahmin 
ri^rmM'Trliiiback Bhafttt stfrnamed PEahashe 
wias em^lbySrf by t^e 1+ldoW of thfe aforesaid 
Dadiyi -Laltshaji to worslilp the image daily 
alid in li^u of this sfervice give him a piece 
of ground (Brttty-fc^ld ) and am oart called 
MaExxli f<i* M^ Inaiiiteiiknce. This circum- 
stance gave^ rise t6 ft^h feniinosity oil the part 
of tlie Brahmins of Basseih. 

These BrahtniAS' being thus disappointed 
went to ^Sje^feri Sanfearaji' K^shWa the then 
StlbhedAi* of B&sseih ^ A toid hi to «he following 
falsehoods about the dri^iii ftttd descent of the 
Phibhiis. 

1st; Thstfr^ the Pi^abhu^ had declared a 
mannkmfed KesHwa 'Dathaji of Gheul to l>e 
out of their cHste on acijbtint of his having 
married a wid6\f , when is they alkged fals^Jy, 
that this cutftoto ol)tai«ed amohgst them. 

2nd. ^hatthe thiibh&s weW not the^ le^ 
gitimate dese^ndflntd 6f ^the Raju^ufc Kl^hatriya 
followers of ^P^jflhfee Bi Abadevk ' • 

3rA That thfe Pr abhus called any Brahmin 
they liked to conduct religious ceremonies 
at |helr lib uses anSf £hat by ^mng ^-41^o 



[ n ] 

Raja Guru Khedkar, their chief priest, pre- 
sents, &c. and putting him in fear of his life, 
they being a warlike and brave prople and well 
equipped with arms, they performed through 
him the Upanayana (Mounji) and the marriage 
Ceremonies by means of the Vedic mantras 
and learned the Brahma Gayatri and other 
mantras, the knowledge of which is essential 
to a Dwija, to which as they falsely alleged 
the Prabhus had no right. 

4th. The aforesaid Brahmins moreover 
alleged that there existed a book containing 
false matter composed and written by a Brah- 
min named Veda Murti Vishwanath Joshi, 
surname Rayakar, ih which the author had 
fabricated a false account about the origin of 
the Prabhus. This author however states in 
clear terms that the Pattana cfr Pathariyia 
Prabhus are the genuine descendants of 
Ashvapati (of the Solar Race), andKamapati 
( of the Lunar Race ). 

5tb. They then induced the Subhedar to call 
some of the old and respectable persons of the 
Panchakaisi { Carpenter), Sonar (Gold smith), 
Bhandary ( Liquor seller ), Kasar ( Copper 
smith), and otlier low castes who were wholly 
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ignorant of the subject to a meeting to give 
tiieir opinion on the origin and religious rights 
of the Frabbus. 

6th. They also brought forward some Brah- 
mins whom the Prabhus would not employ as 
priests and certain excommunicated Prabhus 
to show that the custom of Punar-vivaha or 
Pat, obtained in their caste* 

The Subhedar sent a report of these proceed- 
ings to His Highness the Peshwa of Puna. 

The letter of Shrimant Balaji Bajirao, Peshwa 

of Puna* 

In 1G65 (a. D. 1743), the Peshwa eent a 
mandate to the chief priest and officers of every 
town and village in Cheul, commanding them 
to instruct "all Brahmins not to perform or 
teach the Brahmanical duties to the Prabhus, 
and if any would do it, he should be coi>sidered 
guilty of having committed sin at the holy city 
of Benares and also that he should be liable 
to be punished by the Government and that 
he should he obliged to make atonement for 
it, and also to inform the Prabhus not to have 

^ In A. D. 1604 the viUagd.Qf Puna named Pur^chewadi 
was granted by the Sultan of Ahmed nagar as a Jadiir to 
•;;%laloji, grand-father of His Majesty the Maharaja Sivaji Kaja. 
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any such ceremonies performed at their houses 
nor to ieara Gayatri &c." This letter which 
is dated the 22nd Moon of Bavilakhara Sursuzi 
Araba, Shake 1665 Rudhirgari Nam Savantar, 
was sent to Sar Subhedar Ramaji Mahadeva, 
and its certified copies to the Prabhu community 
of Bombay, Cheul Bassien and to Moroji 
Sindhi Namajade of Bevadanda. 

An illegitimate son of a respeclable Pattana 
Prabhu published this letter with an English 
version of it in Dnyanodaya ( see page 33i3 
No. 21 of Vol. V ) dated the 2nd of November 
1846. The Puna Observer dated the 14th 
of July 1865 copied this letter from the 
Dnyanodaya. ( see Vol. 12 page 665 ) This 
letter was again published iu a pamplejk 
called " The marriage of the Hindu widows'* 
and also in a marathi book called 'VJatibheda 
Vivekasar." 

r 

The cause of animosity between the Prabhus 
and the Peshwa Government was owing to the 
temple of Shidhi Vinayak situate next to 
Bhulaswar carrespondenoe beariHg on this 
i9ubject was to be seen in the house of Raj ishri 
Rao Raghoba Josi, a brother of Doctor Vyja- 
nath Josi. 



•>■ *.*-*■ -1* l»»r 



[ 76 1 

The result of the Peshwas letter. 

It has been already stated that the Peshwa 
hated the Prabhus on account of the ill treat- 
ment of their ancestors under the Portuguese 
Government. They therefore availed them- 
selves of this opportunity of taking revenge. 
The Peshwa ordered Moroji Sindhi, not to 
allow the Prabhus to perform any Brahmanical 
rites or learn the Gayatri. In consequence of 
this letter, several Prabhus were put to death 
and others purchased their freedom by paying 
heavy fines. Whenever a mounji and marri- 
age ceremoney was to take place at a Prabhu s 
house, he was subjected to all kinds of torments 
at the hands of the Brahmin rulers, who com- 
pletely disregarded the authorities of the 
Shastras and Purans, establishing their Ksha- 
triya origin. The Prabhus had thus to suffer 
religious persecution for five years, until a letter 
was sent to the Shrimant Peshwa by the 
Rajeshri Ramaji Mahadevat Sar Subhedar 

t A Brahmin, by caste a very learned and brave man, and 
well known to the British Government. It was he who re- 
built the templea of Shri Kaopineshwar in Tanna. He also 
built temples in honor 6t Shri Qaneshaa and Mahadeva, in 
Konkan.' 
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whom all the Prabhus prtitiosed to inform ihc 
ruler at Puna of the uabearable tormente apd 
religious persecution they were unnecssarily 
suffering from at the bauds of their servant 
Moroji Scinde Nam Jade. 

Letter of Rajanianya Ecyeshri Hckmaji Maha- 

deva Sar-Subliedar of JSoiikan to the Shri- 

mant Peshwa of Puna. 







» 
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Translation : — ' ... 

• • • • 

Shrimant Bajesbri Y^iir^t.^Big^anya 
Rajeabri "^-Sathib Akhf.r¥^ii<|a X^^iumi 

Alaoakiita Pjijinj^af Naggfii; PrAJbl{n|t( Yimjlaiau 
Pramukh Pradl^u Pesli^Vjaf ..- , .., 

.Greetinga from yoip ^loflt^^iuu^ijl^e servant 
Bamaji MaUadeya Safa^^edi^^ O^bg jj^stfict of 
Sashti, wbo, after prostrating . be^r^ your 
Shrimant'^qrders soptto hlm^idHed 22nd moon 
Rabilakar SursQa, Arba^ Jlud^ir«j]ga?i .Nama 

Samvatsara Shake ,16ft5; *o.tbe,^fl5ict, that 

. '■ft' ' ^. »' •* #' 

''the Pattapa iPajiabhp «^oxJd,^tf^4gcordiflg 
to^ and foUQ^',l|hp,,^aiTOjyiQ^ AcW V the 
^Shudras &c^'' bogs jt'o^* wfi^ ^J^fifc^ -•*^%' ^^ 

the persQQ.a^dcppsi^ i|i the k^t^rj^if hQ be %gt|«L naflP^a^rpler, 

not insert the name dLohnmant Sirkar Balaii Baiirao Pesqwa 
i<d^ N ana .SMmPMi£(UttMK)i2Jri'^ i#9iT W&I'^ ^ ^ 
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obedience to ^e above named order, Moroji 
Scinde IImi Jade commenced to exercise hin 
power jOTor tbe Prab^iue, in Cheul und Sasbti 
districts. Tbie has continued for the last five 
years. The Prabhus, finding themselves great- 
ly tyrannised over and much abused in their 
religious practices, have often presented them- 
selves before your humble servant, and asked 
him to institute due enquiries into their origin, 
and to do justice to their claims, whereupon 
being compelled to look closely into the matter 
your humble servant finds that Rajeshri Shan- 
kraji Keshava Subfaedat of V^sai ( Bassein ) 
district, who had held an assembly of the 
BraJimlne at Vasat, did not hear the Prabhus 
in their defence, and issued no commission to 
inquire into their origin by consulting religi- 
ous authorities. Tour humble servant, ac- 
cordinglyi has tnado the necessary inquiries at 
Uran, and having summoned the Prabhus and 
the Brahmins of Vasii, and having examined 
them, finds that all this aniaositj has arisen 
betveen 4he iwo eaates^ without any just 
grounds, whatever^ froQn a misunderstanding 
of tibe iilftuettoe ^e Prabhus have with the 
Portugueee <iqrenu&eBi in Bemhay. In. the 
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tiine$ of the late Portuguese Qovemmeiit, 
Brahmins were, by that Government, made to 
undergo compulsory labour like Culis, and 
as the Frabhus held appointments under it^ 
the Brahmins naturally suspected them of 
bringing this about. Besides this, during the 
continuance of that Government, lea^rned Brah- 
mins were not honored and allowed to hold 
and enjoy their just privileges on the occasions 
of the great Hindu religious festivals. These 
two things combining have given birth to all 
this animosity, and caused the Brahmins to 
disturb the Prabhus in their religious privileges 
termed Karma Marga. But your humble 
servant, on minute enquiry, finds that these 
Prabhus have been enjoying their religious 
privileges according to the Karma Kanda from 
times immemorial. Moreover, their origin- 
that they are the descendants of the pure 
Kshatriyas-can be found clearly in the religious 
work* written by Shri Vyas. Further His 
Holiness the Shrimat Jagadguru Shajikara 
Chaiya Swami has acknowledged them as such 
by a Sammati Patra. Your humbLe servant 

^ Skhandfi Furan, 
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upon the three grounds mentioned above^ has 
thought it proper to request the Brahmin com- 
munity to go to the houses of Prabhus as 
formerly to perform the religious duties, cere- 
monies, &c., without fear. This is a matter 
which your humble servant brings to your 
notice. Dated Shake 1670 (a. n. 1748) 
Vibkava-nama Samvatsara Mahe Chaitra 
shudha 2ud Moon two days old ; Rabilakhar 
Sursaa Tisa Ardain Maya Alaf. 

The original of the above reply is written 
in Modi character, but it is here transciibed 
in Balbodha. 

At the request of Rajeshri Sadashiva 
Narayan Tulpade Khasnis of the late Sarkar 
Raghojirao Angres a chief of Khulaba State 
a true copy of the above letter was obtained 
from Rajeshri Ramaji Mahadeva,Sar Subhedar 
of Konkan. 

When Moroji Sindhe heard that the Sar 
Subhedar had sent a letter to the Peshwa 
complaning of the treatment given by him 
to the Prabhus he began to treat them some- 
what mildly. In this manner the Prabhus 
had to suffer all the pangs of a religious per- 
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secution. At last in 1709 (a. d. 1787 ) His 

Holiness the Shankaracharya Swami of Shrun- 
geri Verupax paid a visit to Bombay. During 
his stay in Bombay the Prabhu's sent copies of 

Shri Sahyadri Khand^ Grunth 1. The Vuns- 
havali 2. The rule of this Prabhu 3. One 
writing paper as no other Kshatriya caste the 

name of Pattana Prabhu 4. The Prabhu's 
Guru called Raja Guru 5. The Summati 
patra of the Sunkarachasya Swami of Kolapur 

6. The opinion of several learned Brahmins 
in respect of Prabhu's origin 7. And a cop- 
per plate (Dana patra) of Baja Bimbadeva 
8. And requested him to give his authorita- 
tive is opinion as to their origin &o., and to 
inform them how to conduct their household 

ceremonies, duties &c., in future. They further 
informed him that they were worried with 
religious persecution by the Peshwas and 
that they were ready and willing to act accor- 
ding to His Holeness' orders. His Holiness 
thereupon having perused all the copies sent 
to him wrote the following letter to the 
Peshwa of Puna : — 
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A Letter from Sankaracharya Swami 
to the Peshwa of Puna. 



II 'Jfril « 

* 




?ir5Tn^ir5nrr3TWf^*'iU*i^^r^«m 
^Rr^5iT«r?rfcfRfiT8rr6?iT«T^*T5^^ 
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eft, 3n^i?r5iwr^T^, fntntt^^ari^, WM^^^irrsr 
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TranskliaB t— 

Shtri Vidya Shankar. 

* Shrimat Param Housa 
Pari Vragahacharya Varya 
Pad Vakyapraman Paravar 
ParinayamNeyamasana Pra- 
nayam Ptatyahar Dhyan 
Dbarana Samadyastanga Yo- 
gatfustan Nishtan Jarishta 
l^apaschakfa Vartyana Dya- 
fisehinna Guru Parampara 
'¥t&pim 'Shatdaj^ahana Stha- 
patfacliaiy ^Vyl&byan Sin- 
Tbasana Dkkbwar SrakiJ^a 



The Seal of 
Shungeri Shri 
Vir upaksha 
Vidya Shankar 
Bharati. 



•^M^k^JaAiAAi 



X-*. 



>*vt» 



-J— *- 



* Titles of hi^ HoUttoeg Thniaaat ShawkarcClwfrya Syami 
Jagadguru. 
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Vedartha Frakathaka San- 
sankhyatrayi Pratipalaka 
Sakala Agama Nigamagama 
Sarovhrudaye Vaidie Margu 
Pravartaka Sarvatantra Swa- 
tantradi Bajdbani Shri Vid- 
yanagar MaharagadbaniKar- 
nataka Sinhvasana Pratist- 
napana Charya Shrimat 
Rajadhi Bajaguru Bhumaa-; 
dalacharya Tungbbadra Tier- 
Niva Kushya Sbungapura 
Vara Dbeshvar Sbrungeri 
Verupaksba Shri Vidya Sban- 
kar Deva Divya Shripad 
Fadmaradhaka Sbrungeri 
Virupakaha Sbripadbhinavo- 
dauda Nru Siuvha Bbarati 
Svaminam Karakamal Sanjat 
Sbrimat Abbinava Vidyaran* 
ya Bbarati Swami : — 

To the Vidvatvrundadi learned assemblage 
of the Brahmins of Puny a Nagar ( l^una ) 
and the countries surrounding it, of Mumbai, 
( Bombay ) and Vasai (Bassein) and the Prant 
Ashtagar Rajapur, of Kudal Prant and of the 
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Konkan in genenil. 

Be it orilere<l that the Fattana Pmbhus 
have been living in these prant^ for many 
years 2111(1 at their houses from times 'out of 
mind. Religious ceremonies have been per- 
formed unoppoKt'd by Vedic and Shastraic 
niantras but of late their enenues iiy means of 
false an<l untrue reports and inforiuations 
have obtained an order against them .fr9m 
Puna. But none has deemed it prudent to 
investigate this question and look to the 
justice of the case. A few Brahuiins how- 
ever after a thorough inquiry no ade for their 
own private satisfaction have been convinced 
that ** the Pattana Prabhus have right and 
justice on their side and that their oppoherits 
have accused them falsely." After this the 
Brahmins within the Peshwa's domains' begah 
to perform religious ceremonies at the houses 
of the Prahhus as formerly. After VN'ards 
another attempt to injure the Prabhus 
having been made by their opponents, Ra- 
jeshri Shankraji Keshava, Subhedar of the 
Prant Vasai called a few Brahmins togiether 
but to tliis meeting the members of the 
Pattana . Prabhu Caste were not invitdd 
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nor was any inquiry marie as to their origia 
t>r paf9t iHistory, Jbut on the complaint of tlieir 
0!pp»M)eiits 1'etters were 'wi'itten exparia to 
tiie Brahmina of B&mbay and Mabtm 
infpnning tfaem " that they should not go to 
^m houses of the Pralihus . to perf«rm 
telig^ious eeremonies." Soon after this Raje- 
«h4i Eamaji Mahadev, Subhedar of tbB 
Praiit Sashti held an independent inqairy 
at Cfran a$ter % searehing inquiry he was 
satig^d tkiit all the accusations made againjst 
the Prabhos were false* He therefore ordei^d 
ih» Brahmins ^^ to go to the hoiases of >tiie 
Pi*abhns and perform religioua ceremonies m 
formerly without any fear whatever." In 
oltardieitt3e to this order^ the Brahmins of the 
Vasai land Sashti du»tricts as well as these of 
Mistiibai ^and other places began to :act ms 
befone. 

A few years after this the opponents of &e 
Prakbus proceeded to the City of Puna and 
then haying given falae information to the 
authorities aiid having falsely accused the 
PiB^tts before the Pesbwa, miecaeded mij^« 
tainiiKg 5n 4his talse information an ordefr&om 
jShii Yeda Muxti Bakal ShaBtra Saxujiaima 
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Kajyamannya R&jeshri Sum Shastri, (Chief 
Jo«tice of Puna) ftddressecl to all ^e Bfa^ 
harastitra Bmhiniiis of Miuubfu and Mabim 
and other plaees to the eSiect that *^ tht 
Birahnains who go to the houaea of t^a 
Pcabhtts for tho performance of religious and 
arther oeremonios acted againat tlie rules aoid 
ordinaaces of tbeir oaste eta" This cauisecl 
cotksiderabie annoyance to the Pra^hae beoauae 
the Puna autltonties without a^ thorough 
inquiry in(x> the aiaiter, as jvitibout looking to 
the Shaistraa merely on the exparte oomplaint 
of the enemies of fche caste, nade ibud issued 
atrange orders against them. It seems tti^e 
opponents yisbed to take advantagie of tlio 
niter helplessnessof tikis Prabhus who followed 
ihe profession of olerka ad;td seryants of the 
Gorernment, against their mtighty Brahmip 
TtJ^ers of Puna. The FraI^ijM9 having tlms 
auffered peisecotion r^qmeated me ( Sliankara- 
cbai^a^ '^ to irnstiibttte A tib^ough inquiry into 
^heonatter of their onigiu and to deeide , and 
order what would ^ tdeetned f^oipear by me in 
ttoaivdnmatances of th^* t^ase." I thereupon 
ttad die iostory H - their imf^ki i^s g^y^en in 
dlMttil fitt ithis S4hy«ilia Kiia«d aoi «^ite!Cutiy 
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examined their old generiils genealogical 
tables giveu by them in evidence befare me* 
I also paid spedaK attention to .tlieir man- 
ners and customs and the name of. the > caste 
which is well known in all clistricts from 
ancient (inies. . I have not heard of any 
other caste bearing tlie name Pattana Prabha. 
The Brahman High Prie^^t of this cante is 
popularly and publicly known as the Raj- 
Guru (priest of the Kings, i. e. Royal family^ 
a title which is not ei:ijoyed by the-Brahmiu 
High Priests , of any other castes who are 
simply called Guru or Guru-Go-swamis. only. 
£ have also read the written decision of His 
Holiness Shimat Shankarachurya, Smami of 
Kshetra Karvir (Jtdapur) bearing .- his 
genuine seal. I have also read attenti\)rely 
the opinions of the most learned and -able 
Brahmins Pandits in this matters. ' I have 
also carefully examined- the Tambrsi Patra or 
copper plates pf ancient times and thoi^o of the 
times of Raja Bimba. presented to me '<}ufing 
the investigation of this matter. .... v ... ^ 
Judging from all thesie I am perfectlgr Mtk- 
fied and therefore order that *^ tbise i&attt&a 
Prabbus are the gonaiae . Surya andl .Shtoia 



Vafidii -Ksha^riyas 'r -tmi ^At the false 
accu-satioiis preferred aguihi^ them have all 
been the result of animosity and tbehaugh- 
tiness atfd uftb^^mieHded {M^ide of the Brahman 
rule. All Brahmins therefore should in future 
« o to the houses of the Pmbhus without 
'ly fear and perform religious ceremonies as 
ore:' Dated Savant 1843, Shake 1709 
Jt*lavanganatth Sawantsar Malii Ashvin Shudha 

10th Sunday. — Iti Narayana Smruti. 
'" Seal in Canarese letters. 



The original was in the house of the late 
Rajeshri Ballaji Mungaji Ajinka, and a true 
copy i\^as' giveii to the late Balkrishna Yada- 
mji Rane. 

'^ A letter wi^itfen by sixteen - leading 
* Bra^i7M7is of B&mhct^. .r ■. .. 

^ On the- very day on which the aforesaid 
paper was given to ihe Prabhus by the. San- 
kharacharj^i Swami under his own seal, ^six teen 
BVahmiiis of Bombay gave a Sammati- Fatra 
ta the effect that the Pattana Prabhus were 
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pure Kshatriya* atid comp^ia^ aiiuiilaT Qihej 
oontent. TJbtfate ^0 nvm^xonsi H^mwi^ii pa^a3 
of this nature.' v' 

The fol louring i>ameii '^^p^Ar upo^ this 
Suwmati p?itra ;— ^ 

, Balum Bhate Shende^, £apu Bhata Biv^l- 
kar, Ba]am Bhata Patay^rdhapj, Bh^ki|^ 
B^Iala Bha^a, Bapu Bhata Olakar^ Bikl^^W 
!Phata Pard.d(^kary Bapa Bhata Fadake^ 
Gopala Vishwanath Bbata, Gan^sha Bbata 
Paradakar. Kashinath Bhata Chatre, Krish- 
naji Apaji Bhata, Krishna Bhata Yidya 
Chandavadakar, Lakshuman Bhata Mad- 
kholkar, Narayan Bhata Sbende, Narayan 
Bhata Ohatr^ Vi^h^anath Kashikar. 

This Samwati .p^tra w.m registered o^k y?B 
16th of February 1788 in the Tawn Hall. ^^ 
Bombay. It bears the signature of P. 1^. 
Maister Registers. 

The following are the »ame» of three leamd 
Brahmins who hay^ giv^n three papers in 
Sanskrit containing the result of their re- 
searches as to the pure l^shatriyaorigin of * the 
Prabhus, ' ' ' ^'*' 

1, Veda Shastra Sumpana Rajam9,iiYfc 
Raje Shri, Vishwanath Jo^i, B^hirk^n 
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2* Kltm^ Sh^3tri, Kofietii^an; ;. {^ , 

S. •QhMaabsham Shastri,.Jacle. . , ^ .. 

Pinal decision on the Kshatriya origiii tf' 

the Prabhus. 

Afterwards the Prabhus requested a Tearn- 
.d &hastri named Ghanashsham to go to Puna 
in order to briug this case to an end. 

AcQordingly Ghanashsham Shastri after 
reading the ten granths or works on the 
origin of castes mentioned in the .first part, 
of Sahyadri Khand, and all the sammati patras 
of Sankaracharya Swami and others, went to 
Puna with the aforesaid works, sammati 

patras &c. Mahadhavarao II. was tjben the 

—. _ * - • ' • 

Peshwa of Puna. Ghanashsham Shastri gave 
the order of Shri Shankaracharya Swami to 
the Peshwa when he was in his court chambers. 
The Peshwa read that order and . instantly 
turned out of the court all the Brahmins 
of Basseiu who were present there. He . paid 
all jthe. respect due to the writings of .His 
Hol^iess the Jagad-guru Shankai:a(jhaya 
Swqieai, . , • .^ \.,r . 

.'•II- f>^HF^r«Rjsfif5^-f%,' «r?«(?ffi^^?ft 1^ iii 
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He then told this Shaatri to g^ *wkboat siny 
fear to the Pattan Prabhus in ord^r to perform 
religioo^r ceremonies at their houses a9 before, 
and then dissolved his council. 

Nana Fadanavisa alias Rajeshri Balaji 
Janardhan Bhau the chief minister of the 
Peshwa not liking this decision of the 
Peshwa sun^moned Ghanashshani Shastri, §bnd 
Ram Shastri Chief Justice of Puna to his hoiise, 
j^Vfter th^ir arrival he asked Ram Shastri 
whether it was praise- worthy on the part of 
the Peshwa to turn the Brahmins of Bassein 
but of the council chamber. To this Ram 
Shastri knowing that Nana Sahib was ignorant 
of fadts^and authorities enlightened him fully 
on the subject. 

He then replied that the Prabhus were 
acting according to rules prescribed to the 
Kshatriya class jand that their acts were in no 
way injurious to the Brahmins and that the 
ill feeling and enmity which had arisen be- 
tween the Brahmins and the Prabhus, was the 
result of the tricks and intrigues of the Brah* 
minB of Basaein, and that it was not at all 
fit 9PDI )iis^ ^xt to listen to 9uch scandals^ and 
t^i ^E^xi^ ^^^^^y.^ ^^^ Sis^r-sublie4ar also 
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had stated in his letter that the Prabhus 
acted accordiDg to the Kshatriya custom from 
times immemorial. He further pointed out 
to Nana Fadanavis that it was the duty of the 
Shri Shankaracharya Swami to decide such 
cases, and not that of any temporal Power. 
After this Ghanashsham Shastri dilated upon, 
the causes of animosity existing between 
the Peshwa and the Prabhus, and said that 
he had read the SahyadrikhaEd and Saiiamati 
Patras given to the Prabhus by the Shri 
Shankacharyd Swami of Kolhapur in Shake 
1701 (a. d. 1779). He told the PesLwa 
that the.SaJayadrikhand contained the origin of 
the Hindus of all classes and casted and that 
it was the good luck of the Prabhus that> the 
Shankaracharya Swami had gone to Bombay 
that yean. Afterwards Ghanashsham. ShasAii 
caine to Bombay, and told all that had tekeh 
place ftt Piina, about the PkabJbaa .to 
their, priest. Thus the matter ctimtf i6 a 
coi3tclu8ion;. < Ghanashshaxa Shastri ^lim Dada 
sayii3g.>-- . .: . , .c . 
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bec^I^e glad in their minds saying :^- 
II 3TR?ptr?Tfr^^3Tr^ II 






J p^exB quote a Hindustani proverb from 
Tulsidag Ramayan, 

II f5r^^r^?R5 f^^r^r^PT ti 

and 

II 5rer%^^ ^^^TH^T^q- sTTT^^r^r^T ii 

Truth will prevail for ever and not wrong. 

An Extract from Bomhay Conner. 

The following appeared in the Editorial 
columus of the Bombay Courier dated 22nd 
August 1795. 

"The paragrapb iri our last paper, which, 
agrieably to our advice from Poonah, repre- 
sented a certain dispute to exist, between the 
Bramins ^nd the : Futvoes has excited the 
attenticiaof the Purvoes of this pliice, who 
withbut^de^ying that such a contest exists # 
cdnceiv<^ 'that without some explanation, it is 
capable of being so interpreted as materially 
to prejudice tUem irx the- ey^s q^ society. 

The Parvoes of Boihbay, whom we should 
mtifrnpr^perly call Frul^QSi wiA it ^ be 
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observed, that although since the Callee Yug, 
they have gone under this denomination^ yet 
they literally constitute the Chehtree tribe,' 
and as such are indubitably entitled to the 
privilages which are the subject of contest at 
Poonahu 

A tribe of less remote antiquity is known 
in various parts of India: under the descrip- 
tion of Khaust PurhhoQS ; it is these and 
not the Pattaree Prubhoas, who the Brah- 
mins content have assumed unauthorised right ; 
a fact that will be evident when it is 
considered, that the Khaust Purhhoos abound 
at Poonah, while of the Pattaree Pruhkoos^ 
or those who are better known. at this place 
there are not two familiefe that dwell there. 

The Pattaree Prubhoos are aware that 
Europeans, may view a contest of this kind 
with a contemptuous indifference and.w(ould 
willingly r«i»ovei w<5h an impressJxMi (by 
having it understood, that. however nugatory 
it may appear to a people who IcEtow- no 
variety of caste, yet to th^m every distindbion 
hoM^ever triffling ;ia i%^\U that deJlneatthidr 
rank in society, is of the firtit 'magUiUMie and 
importance/* . :. ovf^^ucot- 
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A' copy of fcb'e above alluded to Newspaper 
was giTODi to me by the late Rageshri Shri- 
krislina Jagannathji Jayakar. 

« 

Mr. Murphy s Remark. 

In his remarks in the history of some of the 
oldest races now settled in Bombay published 
in the Journal of the Bombay Geographical 
Society for 1837, Marathi translation of which 
was published in the 1st Volume of a verna- 
cular Journal named Bodhasagara in 1849 
and subsequntly in the I6th, 17th and 18th 
numbers of the 12th Volume of Dnyanodaya 
in 1653. 

Mr. Murphy has taken the letter of Ja- 
nardan Ganesb, Bimbakhyan^ History of the 
MarathaSy and some other histories and 
manuscripts as authorities for his paper in 
which he has stated that the Colees^ Bhundarees, 
Fdlseas^ Punroes, and Pa»chkttlseas were living 
i(t Braabay and Mahim beioi'e the Muhammadan 
invanon. • .: i 

..'He* further says that * the 'manuscripts the 
4iiKiand the 5 th colleetiofi;^ of papers at Bas- 
itsoL establish thl^ Priact> Eaja Bimb was a 
Shoodra bj caste and used to hold his court at 
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Mahiui^ His follower* divided tbemaelves 
into three classes, TUose who \vw0 bri^v^ 
and rich retained to themselves ^xcliwvaly 
the title of Prabhus or l<0):ds. ^ud thdit ,t}p^ 
present Pattanay Prabhus were d^sc^ndftd 
from him. He further says that thes^. col- 
lections. of papers contaradiet dn^ another and 
that the name of th« cjistb, uamely. Prubkii; 
existed two centuries before the adriyj^ ftf 
Bimb as will appear from tlxe following 
extract from the said remark : — f 

'* The fourth is a prose compilation, for it 
seems to be a collection of papers by Tiery.difi* 
ferent hands ; some of them evidently Brains 
hinical also sent by Mr. Wathen, one of tiiesa 
papers maintains that, so far from having any 
claim to be the legitimate descendants of Bimb 
Baja, whose exii^tence and power at Mahinx it 
acknowledges, they are the offspring of >an iificdt 
connexion between one of the Brahmin minis* 
ters at his court with a female of. the family 
of Bimb, daughter to the Eana of Maooiee ; 
and that hence they were called ''Purbheaj)'- 
or ^^ the seed of a stranger." If the inscriptran«> 
however sent by Mr. Wathen, be- getuine and 
correctly decyphered, they overthrow this 
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aSl8f«ffei^,.as <iBG o£ them, dated two centiivies 
^ik^fe the arrival o£ JBimb, isL^stated iohe wiit- 
»Bi"Jby <<Y^]g^^^lB^vo"^' or/'Parblioa^aproof 
tbat Itor niKiDfe 01 'tlte cftste' esiifeied long Jjefore 
tiii*^€iildavrg4i'ter -of the Muoolee E-ana. was 
bofn/'- '• ^•:-' ->- ■ '■*.*.; '-1 \:/i ... • • 
-^'^Mv. Mui^phy: however 45oys at ih<5 conoluaiQU 
that4li9 Fathany Purvx)ea are tlie. deseeiJdiuils 
4tf ik^^ f(dl^w^rgk» of: Saja . Bhnk JJow^ fcbe^e 
^^Uo'wers^ may* not) neccasarily Jbe'Telatiana or 
connected wifefer the ifamily of Baj^ Bimb; . Tke 
Patfrary; 3Prabb aa do.' KQlr claim, to: be the de- 
ebondairts of flaja Bimb but.abnply.t dc^fee th^jr 
urigroltioil-in ^^Tiaasa to'thia-pAi-t oCJ^udia.witli 
iaa:fiteSablishmfinfc.of th4 l^ugirlapi -ftf-^JjgiJum* 
%kB pure. Xednry Idid'resis}; in tbi^-pivrji jf t I»di* 
undd: tkenaike of PrAbJius-lpng b^&oret.Bklil^'s 
iia'rivfiftJis proyed- by. itho-:iu»orip$ioji(§;^; »ef§i:r<5d 
talb^r Mrv Murphy him€ieifia:hig.iay[»id:i^m»rk 
which bfirsaya ireufe: *Toritt[eii:jl>yv'. Yalgi^^JPurYO 
W!Q .«i4teries .before 3ii;abai9»TOv^j jMore-r 
owteDLuMeroua' Xsiry .priucij)dUt,iJ^3!e^'gi§di ia 
Quaeiataiid athflr^Ufies imr the.Cdnkatij and 
there ;3'fi)0 thing ba a^s^rt tiimt all thQi^^dy^aati^ 
!B^«e^ of Shoodra. origia. .Thi^ inscripfciojrr by 

~" * Ought to be Welji Prabhu. 
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V'^lgee Purvo is quite enoiigh to set tv side the 
contemptttOu& iiiterpretation given to the word 
Prabhu by the Brahmins of Bassein that it is 
deriv,e4 froih ** Purbheej " i. e. . see^ of a 
stranger. ' . , ,. , 

The reason of, M^\ 'MiirbhV^s rwiiting'^Kis 
nonsense about llie Pallaha Prabnus i$ tn£it n6 
did not .coine across the authofifies which'^d 
to. establish the Kshatriya origin 'of this c^ste 
Veyohd any doubt ' whatever.. The principal 
authorities amongst other which go to estal)lish 
these are ( 1 ) The Sahyadri Khand. ( 2) Kao- 
stubha Chintamani ( 3 ) Bimbakhyna and (4 ) 
The correspondence of Rgyeshri' Janardan 
Ganesh with the Anunta Krishna of I^^ungi 
Paitau ot those Mr. Murphy did nofc^oqmo 
|U?toss Sahyadri KhaHLd'an4.I^Q0stubh£v Chin- 
tanSiani'is «. So&if wbusheaa. bet found ouj^; e>i^si]y 
frpm the inturnal evidence of Mr* ]y[urphy's 
own writing, consequently his remartc,^;)^^ Mr. 
Murphy's is not worth any thiog. 

* 

I here quote a Gujarati Provet-b. 
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Mr. T. Moleswortlhs wrong explanation of the 
word Prabhu as applied to the caset. 

I had written the following letter to Major 
T. Candy with whose assistance Captain Moles- 
worth compiled a M^rathi and English Die- 
tionary.J In the second edition of thi« Dic- 
tionary he has given an elaborate hut incorrect 
explanation of the word Parabhu. I would 
have asked for explanation from the compiler 
himself but as he had returned to England I 
could not do so. 

To, 

Major T. CANDY, 

Sir, 
In the second edition of yaur Marathi and 
English Dictionary at page 491 \inder th« 
signification of the word ^T^T you write that 
according to 5mflnPPT# the division 'Tl^rrwTrt 
is 5T^^ origination in the commerce of Ksha- 

X First Edition appeared in 1831 and the second in 1867. 

* This work is called Powrushaya, and the Author of it 
was an inhabitant of Benares. It is said there was such kind of 
Kashatrija's caste, 

t The origin of the Pattana Prabhu is mentioned in the 
Skanda Puran which is caUed Aursha Grasth ( ancient ) gire* 
the carreci information about it, ' 
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triya males with Shudra females,' niay i iicg 
that you will kindly condescend to allow me 
an inspection of the passage in the i^jf quoted 

as stated above, on the authority of wliich your 
explanation with reference to ^I^I^^F hits b^en 
inserted in your Dictionary. I shall do my?§e]f 
the honor to wait upon you at any timo it may 
be convenient to yoii to appoint. 

Bomhai/y ) I have &c. 

• 18th Dec. I860. I SHAMRAO MOEOJ I. 

The following' is the answer to mf letter by 
Major T, Candy. 

li. Money Institutioin, 
19th December I860. 
Dear Sir, 

Last evening j^our letter of yesterday reacihed 
me. In reply I beg to say that the Second 
Edition of the Marathi and English Dictionary 
•was hot prepared nor published by me, nor t\'as 
I officially connected with it. 1 have no con- 
nection now with the book. If ^till you wish, 
to speatk to me on the subject of the book 1 
•shall be happy to see you. I reside at KSion 
Fort, and only occasionaHy trbiiie into Bombay. 
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I expect to be in here on Friday next about 
4 F. M., when I shall be happy to see you at the 
K. Money Institution, or if you can drive out 
to Sion Fort some day I shall he happy to 
see you there. The latter course would be 
more convenient to me. I return to Sion Fort 
tomorroHT morning. 

I remain Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully. 

T. CANDY. 

To, 

Shamrao Moroji Esq. 

From this letter it becomes evident that thd 
authors of this Dictionary have not consulted 
the Shastras, in order to find out the origin of 
the Frabhus. But that through the instiga- 
tion of their Brahmin assistants they took a 
recently written granth for their authority, and 
gave the meaning of the word Prabhu according 
to the account alleged to have been given in it. 
Appears that their Shastries did not give a full 
and correct explanation of the origin of the 
Prabhu 6a^te through sheer enmity. I would 
have challenged those pandits to explain this, 
but I am sure that the Prabhua they ref^r to 
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are not the Pattatia Prabhus. I did not enter 
into a controversy simply because their autho- 
rities are of recent dato which when placed in 
juxtaposition witli the ancient. authorities like 
the Saliyadri Khand and others look ridiculous 
and fall into insignificance. The learned Com- 
piler of this Dictionary, Mr, Moleswarth, on 
page 158, gives the following as the account 
of the origin of the Pattanay Prftbhu caste. 
Upon tlie authority of Jativiveka Granth 
** Pattanay is descended from a Kshatriya male 
and his own wife, the wife having conceived on 
the second day of her menstruation." Reader, 
judge for yourself, how honest or decent this 
explanation is. By the Hindu Dharm Shastra 
and the customs of all the Hindus, a Hiudu is 
not allowed even to touch his wife during the 
three days of her monthly sickness and con- 
sequently there cannot be any conception dur- 
ing any of those three days. More-over eveu 
supposing there existed such a sinful Kshatriya 
I really do not understand how the author of 
Jativiveka or the Compilers of the Dictionary 
came to be present on the occasion of the con- 
sumination of the act of generation^ so as to 
note the exact time of the conception. 
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An liumhle Request. 

I shall be very much obliged to tiny person 
who will take the trouble of showing ine one 
ancient book calleJ Arsha Granth as an autho- 
rity for giving the name '^Parabhu'' instead 
of "Prabhu'^ to our caste. I think it is a 
great stigma to the learning of those gentlemen 
Avho concoct new meanings ot this word. The 
iiccouat of the Prabhus given in Jati 
Viveka difFers from the meaning given in 
HemaSH. Thus it appears evident that these 
anthors have given these meanings of their own, 

without takings the trouble of makine; a full 

• .9 . , ^ 

investigation into the origin &c. of the caste. 

In Hemadri it is stated that this caste is 
descended from the Kshatriya fathers and 
women not joined to them in lawful wedlock. 
Now I would like to know if there is any 
authority for showing that those Kshatriyas 
who migrated to these parts did not carry their 
wives and childeen with them, or having carried 
their wives with them by some accident or 
other their wives became barren all at once. 
It is simply absurd and ridiculous to suppose 
that so many hundred K{<hatriyas who came 
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to these parts by themselves leaving the inmates 
of their dear homes behind them. I would how- 
ever, ask for some evidence which would satisfy 
any ordinary mind that the foregoing account 
given by writers of recent times did not proceed 
from sheer enmity and bad feeling towards thi^ 
caste. 

All this concocted jargon of those writers 
is based on no foundation whatever. Thus an 
impaiiiial mind fond of research will at once 
discover that all these fictitious stories are 
mere creations of tlie enemies of this caste. 

I have in these pages shown in the clearest 
manner possible that this caste is descended 
from the pure Kshatriyas who migrated to 
these parts with their families and received the 
name Pattana vulgarly pronounced Patane 
Prabhus on account of their having fallen from 
their royal sto-te and lost theii sovereignties. 

The Purity of the FQuhhu Caste, 

1st, In concluding this work I venture to 
recapitulate briefly the proofs of the purity of 
the origin of this oaste^ 1 hope I have shown to 
the satisfaction of my readers that the charges 
brought against this caste by the Pershwa's 
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Government were the result of political ani- 
mosity and ill feeling, and that they were 
finally withdrawn and all doubts cleared by 
the Puna Darbar itself. 

2nd. The remark of Mr. Murpliy is not 
trustworthy eince he instead of finding out 
jionestly for himself from known and univer- 
sally recognised authorities, the true origin of 
the caste based his opinion on papers collected 
-^t Bassein, which he himself calls '^Brahmini- 
cal/' concocted for political purposes. 

3rd. The opinion of Mr. Molesworth is 
also a wrong one, because the books which he 
lias taken as his authorities are comparatively 
recent productions which moreover contradict 
one another. 

4th. The true account of Ramchandra or 
Hamdeva Rao Jadava or Yadava of Devagiri 
^nven in the Nos. IV and VII of the Royal 
Asiatic Society's Journal of 1834 and 1837, 
also in five ovis of the 18th chapter of Dnyane- 
swari appears to be true, but it has nothing to 
do with tlie Prabhu caste. 

5th. The account of Rama-raja of Paitan 
is given in Kaosfcubha-Chintamaiii, and Bim- 
biikhyna. His family has become extinct. 
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The Pat tana Prablms were in no way whatever 
related either to Ranichandraor Kamadieva Rao 
Jadeva or Yadava of Devagiri, or to Kama 
R?ija of Paitan. The Prabhus being worried 
with the tyranny of the Muhammadan rulers of 
India, left their fVitherland and sought protec- 
tion in the kingdoms of the aforesaid Rajas. 
This is the only relation: which the Prabhus 
bear to these Rajas^ 

Gth. ( J. ) The eight chapters of the Sahya- 
dri Khand containing five hundred and fifteen, 
slokas. ( 2. ) The Sammati patra from the 
Shankaracharya of Shrungeri Math. ( 3. ) 
Letter bearing the Sammati of the two Shan- 
karacharyas of Shankeswar or Kolapur, ( 4. ) 
Letter bearing the Sammati of Shankaracharya 
of Shrungeri Virupax. ( 5. ) The Sammati 
Patra of Karavira Mathakar, ( 6, ) A Sam- 
mati patra signed by sixteen learned Brahmins 
of Bombay. (7.) Another Sammati patra 
signed by thirty-nine learned Bitihmins of 
Surat. ( 8. ) The letter of Raqaaji Mahadeva 
Subhedar of the Peshwa. (9. ) The Kaostubha 
Chintamani. ( 10. ) The Bimbakjiyana. (11.) 
Janardhan Gane&h's letter. And (12.) A His- 
tory in the Portuguse language. All these 
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works and letters or papers are authorities wbicTi 
clearly establish the parity of the origin of this 
caste. There are in addition to these some 
sixty-six authorities establishing tlie pure 
Kshatriya origin of this caste. But strong 
as these authorities are the authority of the 
Sankracharya Jagad Guru who as said above 
is the dispenser of happiness, the expounder 
of the truth and knowledge of the revelation 
of the one Brahma, the very inkarnation of 
the Kaivalyarupa, the one honored by Gods^ 
the giver of enjoyment and salvation, the 
one thoroughly knowing all and every thing 
the very representative of God himself; who 
covets not| lacks not, errs not, hopes not, is 
jealous of nobody &c., &c., &c. is above all the 
highest and strongest of all. If such be the 
Sankracharya, what cares the writer of this, 
for a thousand Murphy's, and Molesworths, 
a hundred thousand Peshwas, and a procession 
of others, if they in the very face of Sankra- 
charya Jagad Guru authority, call the Prabhus 
by all the evil epithets in the world. 

I here transcribe a letter of the Shrimat 
Jagad-Guru Shankaracharya wherein I have 
l)een addressed as a pure Kshatriya, as is usual 
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Avith the Acharya Matba-to address the gentle 
men of this caste from time immemorial- . 

I had sent a letter to the Shankaracharya S wa 
mi in Shake, 1792 (a. d. 1870) asting for His 
Holiness' permission for printing the Skaudha 
Puran if I could get a complete copy of it. 

Reply Jh^mn Shanhar Swamu 




^ ^ .s__. 



\ 

\ 






'Sit 5Ri55rr^%rr mi^K f^iT^^'^i:, 



^ I 



C 114 ] 

5ft <Rnr K\ m^pf 91 xi^ik si?^ 5^t ^tr^r sit- 
^<^ ^q^ m^mvj j^xi 'sfr f^^z mi, ^T^^^ 






The original of the above reply is \vritten 
in the Modi character. 

I conclude this my wovh bj^ dedrchtiiig it to 
that God of learning and truth who prompt- 
ed uie to write it aitl I likewise - priTy unto 
liim to preserve this humble dedication 
for over, 

FIXIS. 
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